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LAMBOURN PARISH COUNCIL 

The Memorial Hall, Oxford Street, Lambourn, Berkshire. 
RG17 8XP 
Telephone: 01488 72400                                                                 
Clerk: Gary Wyatt-Hawkins 
Assistant Clerk: Rachael Burns 
email:  info@lambourn-pc.gov.uk.  lambourn.ndp@gmail.com 
 

 
MINUTES 

 

Lambourn Neighbourhood Development Plan  
Steering Group Meeting on Thursday 23rd May 2024 

in the JCE Boardroom at 2pm 
 

Apologies: Bruce Laurie; Mike Billinge-Jones; Peter Penfold 
Present: Sue Cocker; Bridget Jones; Helen Noll; Will Riggall; Howard Woollaston; 
Sharon de Dru; Erin Scarsbrook. 
 
01: ELECTION of Chair and Vice-Chair:  

Sue Cocker was unanimously elected Chair (Prop. HW; Sec. BJ) 
Bridget Jones was unanimously elected Vice-Chair (Prop. HW; Sec. SC) 

 
02: MINUTES OF MEETING on 8th May 2024 were agreed and signed. 
 
03: TO AGREE a timetable for the Pre-Submission document. 

SB presented a list of the areas still to be completed by the SG: 
Foreword: This has been written. The extended text will be included in an 
executive summary or appendices. SC to send copy to SB  

 Community Services and facilities: SC to send SB what has been done to date 
and seek advice on what more should be included. More information is needed 
from/about each facility. 

 Important views: Photographs are needed for those views marked on the map 
(appended). SG to contribute and community to be asked for help. 

 Non-designated Heritage Assets: Those already recorded to be checked 
against the Designated Listed and Scheduled list and consolidated. There are 
large gaps. Buildings which are not Designated, whether they are in a 
Conservation Area or not, can be included. Anything built before 1850, and not 
Listed, should be included. Status of War Memorials to be checked, but should 
be included.. 

 Surface water and sewage location map: Bluestone Planning to plot on Parish 
Online (SB has maps from recent consultation) 

 Final confirmation of Local Green Spaces: List sent to SB. Images of all LGS 
needed. Some are already recorded, but list appended of those still needed. SG 
to provide. 
Important trees and hedgerows: Maps of plotted trees, hedgerows and 
wildlife corridors to be entered on Parish Online by Bluestone Planning. SB has 
maps. 
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River Study: This needs to be revisited. SC to ask James Potter for technical 
summary of what has been done to mitigate flooding. 
SC to contact ARK to promote some interpretation boards for the Source of the 
River Lambourn, which should be celebrated, and to give information about 
appropriate, managed access and use of the River. 
Racing Policy: WR and BJ are working on this. Given the detail in the LPR 
policy DM37, on Equestrian and Horse Racing Industry, it was agreed that the 
LNDP should not attempt to rewrite the Policy, but provide more detailed 
guidance for planning officers and those wishing to build, expand or otherwise 
develop racing yards. This would consist of a local glossary of information and 
a checklist / flow chart, a map of all private and public gallops, exceptions and  
suitability test. It is important that alternative use within racing be given primary 
consideration if a yard is taken out of training. Creative ways of maintaining 
training should be supported. The glossary and supporting text to make clear the 
needs of race horses, sport horses (e.g. eventers), leisure horses/ponies, and 
those in breeding facilities are different and unique. This needs to be addressed 
in the LNDP.  
Development: The HNA noted that no affordable housing has been delivered in 
the Parish for a decade. A Housing Policy in the LNDP cannot actually change 
market forces, so we should focus on things which are under our influence and 
use Supportive Policy and Aspirations to guide development.  
A Housing Policy could set out the housing type and mix in a design code.  
The design code for the allocation of 25 houses in LAM2 would include:  

 Stepping down the ridge height across the site.  
 Recognising the public concerns about drainage and run-off affecting 

North Farm Close and address those by using rain gardens and 
permeable surfaces such as grasscrete. This needs to be part of the 
development from the start and in the design code.  

Write a Supportive Policy which advocates for development for the RTI, retired 
workers, affordable housing units, sheltered accommodation, supported living 
and adaptable houses for downsizing, as well as possibly a site allocation, 
outside the settlement boundary. 
Stress the impact of planning developments on the RTI and the wider economy 
and vitality of the Parish. 
Aspiration: In response to public concerns, include in Horse Racing Policy that 
those providing HMO for racing staff should be mindful of the suitability of the 
location, so that the tranquillity and appearance of the area is not disturbed. 
Further actions prior to Regulation 14:  
SB advised writing to Umrah Mahadik to ask for the list of Consultees for 
Regulation 14, and also the Basic Conditions and Consultation Statements. 
(Post-meeting note: UM’s contract with WBC has ended. Email sent to Laila 
Bassett.) 
Website to be updated 
Timeline of LNDP to be prepared 
Membury: SB to send BJ policy outline for Industry at Membury 
 
The Draft Plan should be ready by the end of June, if all the above are 
completed. 
 

04:  UPDATEs (where not covered in Item 03): 
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 Trainers’ Housing Survey: 11 replies. Reminder to be sent. 80% of 
respondents to date consider the lack of staff accommodation is affecting their 
business. 

 
 
05: To discuss what will be needed for Session with LPR Examiner on 4th June. 

The progress of the LPR Examination was discussed, as matters affecting the 
site RSA14 (land adjoining Lynch Lane/Lynch Wood) had been raised.  
(In particular, the opening session on Weds. 8th May: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9kftUZlE6y8 but also on Thursday 9th) 
At the hearings, doubt has been cast on the relevance of WBC’s evidence about 
flooding, environment and sustainability assessments for sites Allocated in the 
previous Plan, as these have not been fully updated since 2015. Also questioned 
was the consistency of WBC’s approach – there are other sites in West 
Berkshire which would be more suitable than (for example) RSA14, but which 
have not been considered. Given this background, the LNDP’s issues with 
RSA14 are: 
1. Lack of protection for the River Lambourn SAC/SSSI, the buffer being too 
small. 
2. The original Allocation in the 2006 - 2026 Local Plan is no longer achievable 
or deliverable due to the fact no application has come in and the mitigations 
proposed are no longer appropriate, given the effects of climate change, which 
include irregular and intense weather events. The site needs to be re-assessed 
and not just carried over. 
3. The effects of Nutrient Neutrality on the SAC/SSSI have not been 
appropriately assessed. 
4. Feedback from public consultations shows the community would support 
housing on small sites to preserve the character of the Parish, rather than the 
large site the developer has indicated. Fewer houses on the site would be 
accepted. 
5. Further issues have been raised concerning highways and traffic on the 
proposed site. A more sensitive approach is required. 
6. The situation with regard to sewage is a prominent issue locally.  

 
 
06: ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA: Matters arising from these Minutes 

 
07:  DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Thursday 20th June. 1.30pm. JCE 
 
Meeting closed at 16.10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

D:\Minutes for LPC Upload\2024-05-23 LNDP Minutes.doc  
 [Type here]  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Map of important Views 
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Local Green Spaces for which photos available 
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