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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE HALL AND STREET LIGHTING COMMITTEE
ON WEDNESDAY 28t FEBRUARY 2024 AT 7.00PM

Present: Clir Mead, Clir Jones, Clir Rieunier, Cllr Harris, R. Burns (Deputy Clerk)
Apologies: Clir Middleton, Mike Billing-Jones(co-opted),

35-02/24 Minutes of Previous Meeting
The Committee unanimously approved the minutes of the Hall and Street Lighting
Committee meeting held on Wednesday 25t October 2023.

36-02/24 Finance Review

The Committee reviewed the financial report for the year-to-date line by line and
unanimously agreed that the finances were on track. The following actions were
unanimously agreed:

e Clerk: For ease, future Hall and Streetlighting finance reports should be
provided as a single report that includes the Racing Committee budget items
that fall between the Streetlighting and Public Toilet.

e Clerk: The Committee noted that there is no year to date spend on line 3113
Boiler Service and the Clerk should investigate whether this has been
misallocated, potentially to line 3115 Halls Contingency.

37-02/24 Market and Hall Use
The Chair ran through the figures for Hall Use and Market Use and the Committee
unanimously agreed that both Hall and Market use are healthy.

38-02/24 Community Speedwatch Update

The Chair raised several discussion points around the objectives of the scheme and
how much Councillor involvement there should be in what was originally conceived
as a community initiative. The consensus was that a further push for community
involvement should be made with the Committee to review Parish Council
involvement thereafter. The Committee unanimously agreed the following actions:

e Clir Jones to word a release outlining the benefits of the scheme and
encouraging parishioners to become involved.

e Deputy Clerk to disseminate the release and receive the responses.

e CliIr Rieunier to coordinate actions arising from responses.

e Clerk to add speed limit lowering in the Parish to the Full Council agenda as a
standing item, with a view in the first instance to canvassing opinion about
where 20mph zones should be.




39-02/24 Market Cross

The Deputy Clerk gave a brief update on potential restoration work to the Market
Cross. Historic England have confirmed that Scheduled Monument Consent is likely
to be granted based on information and reports that the Parish Council already hold
but that further detail on materials may be required before the works take place.
Once West Berkshire Council Property Services have confirmed how the ‘Ownership’
section of the form should be completed the application can be made, lead time for
approval is estimated at approximately 8 weeks and once granted the approval lasts
for two years. The West Berkshire Council Planning Department have confirmed that
no other planning permissions will be required for these works. The Committee
unanimously agreed the following actions:

o Deputy Clerk to check whether any cost is likely to be attached to a post
works inspection by Historic England.

e Clerks Office to run a search for potential funding once Scheduled Monument
Consent is received.

40-02/24 Streetlights
a) The Chair gave an update on the status of the Streetlight Upgrade Project.
Final specifications have been agreed. There is a provisional start date of 11th
March and works are expected to last approximately two weeks. It was noted
that these time scales depend on materials and may be subject to change.
The Committee unanimously agreed the following actions:

e Clir Mead to provide a draft letter for residents.
e Clerks Office to add the letter to the website as a news story and arrange for
printed copies to be delivered to residents in the relevant areas.

b) Proposal from Clir Rieunier for the Committee to consider implementation of
a Streetlight Policy. Seconded by Clir Mead and unanimously agreed.
The Committee looked at an example policy from another Council and
unanimously agreed the following actions:

e Deputy Clerk to put together a list of questions to be put to the Committee
via email the answers to which will inform a policy to be put to Full Council
for approval.

41-02/24 Public Toilet

Proposal to discuss a leak on the on the flat roof over the public and hall toilets. An
indicative quote has been received for the repair with further quotes to be arranged.
The Committee unanimously agreed the following actions:

e Clerk to add agreement in principle to repair the flat roof to the agenda for
the Full Council Meeting on 6" March (Post meeting note: agenda item
added)

o Deputy Clerk to obtain further quotes.



42-02/24 Memorial Hall

a)

b)

d)

Proposal to discuss how the website can be improved for Hall Bookings. The
Committee unanimously agreed to shelve the idea of an online booking
system for the time being and the following actions:

Deputy Clerk to inform the Clerk that online booking has been shelved.
Deputy Clerk to provide ClIr Rieunier with a memory stick containing new
recent photographs of the Hall.

Cllr Rieunier to make improvements to the information, wording and
photographs on the hall pages of the Parish Council website.

Proposal for the Committee to revisit the frequency of PAT testing in the
Memorial Hall. The deputy Clerk provided additional information on
suggested frequency for specific items. Cllr Jones proposed staying with the
current schedule of annual testing, Clir Mead seconded and the Committee
unanimously agreed.

Update from the Deputy Clerk regarding the free portrait of King Charles. This
has been ordered and the Clerks Office are waiting delivery.

Review of Hall Cancellation and Payment Terms. After some discussion the
Committee unanimously agreed that:

Cancellation should take place no later than 72 hours prior to booking to
allow for the caretaker to be informed.

That any penalty should be at the discretion of the Clerk’s Office.

That payment should be received prior to the booking date.

Action: Deputy Clerk to inform the Clerk and make any necessary
amendments to the paperwork.

Proposal to set Hall Booking fees and discuss the extension of the ‘buy 6
sessions get one free’ booking deal. The Committee agreed a minimal
increase in light of the significant price increases last year.

However, moving forward from next year booking prices will need to be
assessed based on inflationary increases. Cllr Jones proposed the nominal
increase of 50 pence per hour, seconded by Clir Mead and unanimously
agreed along with the continuation of the deal throughout the 2024-25
financial year.

Action: Deputy Clerk to inform the Clerk and Hall users of the increase and
the reasoning behind it.

43-02/24 Market Toby

To discuss the resignation of the current Market Toby and the options for future
management of the Friday Market. ClIr Rieunier informed the Committee that an
offer had been received from another Stallholder, Gary Hughes, to take over the
running of the market and that there are candidates in the running to provide a new
fruit and veg stall. Clir Mead proposed purchasing a gift to show appreciation to the



former Market Toby for his years of service, ClIr Rieunier seconded and the
Committee unanimously agreed to a spend of £50.00.

e Action: Clerks Office to consider a suitable purchase
44-02/24 Items for Next Meeting
Salt Bin Review

Public Toilet refurbishment

Meeting closed at 8.30pm
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