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LAMBOURN PARISH COUNCIL 

The Memorial Hall, Oxford Street, Lambourn, Berkshire. 

RG17 8XP 

Telephone: 01488 72400                                                                 
Clerk: Gary Wyatt-Hawkins 
Assistant Clerk: Rachael Burns 
email:  info@lambourn-pc.gov.uk.  lambourn.ndp@gmail.com 

 
 

MINUTES  
 

Lambourn Neighbourhood Development Plan  

Steering Group Meeting  

on Monday 11
th

 September 2023 

in the Memorial Hall  

at 2pm 
 

Apologies: Bruce Laurie; Mike Billinge-Jones; Howard Woollaston;  

Present: Sue Cocker; Bridget Jones; Peter Penfold; Will Riggall 

 

 

35: MINUTES OF MEETING on Monday 21
st
 August 2023 were signed and 

actions confirmed/updated.  

Arrangements are in hand for WR and SC to meet with representatives from the 

Lambourn Housing Trust (Mark Smyly and Christina Dunlop) for their input 

regarding housing need in the RTI in Lambourn.  

 

36:  TO DISCUSS: Draft Foreword to LNDP.  

 This was welcomed by the SG and BJ was thanked for her hard work producing 

the Foreword.  

The SG suggested: revision of the wording of 1.1 (“This will be achieved by:”) 
to allow for flexibility; reference to the themes of the Plan be incorporated; 

Paragraph 1.1.2 to be considered at the beginning of the Foreword. BJ will 

revise and circulate. 

 The Foreword will contain the vision for the Plan and the Mission Statement 

will appear elsewhere (to be decided). 

 

37: UPDATE: on Technical Grant application: Awaiting update.  

SdB has advised asking Locality if they will fund an update to the HNA. 

 

38:   TO DISCUSS Heritage Assessment from Sarah Orr. 

The Advice from West Berkshire Council Archaeology was useful. There was 

some discussion about the care of Ancient Woodlands, which could also be used 

to inform the NDP approach to all woodland. It was recognised that care should 

be taken when advising the use of planting for screening, or for biomass, as 

archaeology could be destroyed by poorly thought-out schemes.  
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39:  PROPOSAL:  To review the Housing Needs Assessment. Is it still fit for 

purpose, given that the LNDP will include housing site allocations?  

 It was agreed that the HNA needed some updating, to acknowledge that the 

situation had changed since it was done. MBJ and SC will contact Locality (& 

AECOM?) to ask for their guidance, given that the LNDP will be allocating 

housing sites and there are changes to housing site allocation in the Local Plan 

under Examination. More recent information about the housing needs of the RTI 

is being gathered, and the results of our local consultations, as well as the 

impact of the pandemic can be included in an updated assessment. 

 HW to be asked for his view as to why shared ownership and the First Homes 

scheme do not seem to be as popular as might be expected in Lambourn. 

 [Post-meeting response from HW: In both cases I think it is probably because 

we have had so little new build in the last 10 years – they are both relatively 

new concepts.] 

 
40:  TO (i) REVIEW list of Local Green Spaces and (ii) ARRANGE photographs 

of sites 

 PP had reviewed the list of potential Local Green Spaces and their analysis by 

Panos. It was decided that the SG needed to see the sites on a map. SC to 

request map from Panos.  

Several sites should be taken together as a group (e.g. LG5 and LG36; LG2 and 

LG13) as it is their combined contribution that makes them of value.  

There was a debate about Collingridge paddock (LG-30) and the Donkey 

Paddock (LG-29). Their inclusion could be interpreted as being an attempt to 

stop development, so we have to decide what other valid factors should be 

considered (e.g. protection of the river) if any.  

The SG agreed that consistency is important in allocating spaces. E.g. LG-18 

Woodland between Cleeve Cottage and Cleeve Wood merits allocation, but 

should we consider all the other woodlands, such as Alms Wood? Similarly, the 

SSSIs – if Watts Bank merits allocation, so should the others.  

LG-23 Open Space at Seven Barrows needs to be more clearly defined and 

explained.  

The protection given to sites by other bodies (e.g. Historic England; Sports 

England; Natural England) was questioned. Panos to be asked for further 

details, as to whether further protection in the LNDP was needed. 

It was noted that LG-12, the planted area at Close End, was of value to residents 

and well-used, so merited allocating. 

 SC will contact Panos to define the four sites he could not find ( Membury 

estate public footpath; the Park open space; Bockhampton river; Lyckweed 

Farm/ Ramsbury Road corner) and correct the description of the Eastbury Furze 

Recreation Field.  

PP agreed to continue to refine the list for further discussion. 

 Photographs of some of the sites in the list already exist. SC to collate. 

  

  

41:  TO REVIEW descriptions of Community Facilities. 

St. Mary’s Church at Woodlands St. Mary and horse walks and crossings were 

added to the list. SC to contact relevant people for details of the facilities. 
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42: TO DISCUSS: Changes to Nutrient Neutrality and the impact on the LNDP. 

In reply to the SG’s request for an update on this, Bryan Lyttle replied:  

Despite what the Government said in its announcement nothing has been laid 

before Parliament there for it is still as it was.  

This means that Nutrient Neutrality is still in place and will be until such time 

as the law is changed.  As I understand it the announcement is also likely to 

be challenged in the courts. 

[Post meeting: The Government’s recently-announced changes to Nutrient 

Neutrality, included in the Levelling Up Bill, were debated in the Lords on 

September 13
th 

and the Government was defeated. Due to the late introduction 

of the change, the proposal will not be able to be included in the Levelling Up 

Bill. To make the changes, a new Bill will have to be introduced.]  
 

43:  ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA: Input from 14 – 18 year olds. 

 

 

 

44: DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Monday 16
th

 October, 2pm 

 

Meeting closed at: 4pm 


