LAMBOURN PARISH COUNCIL

The Memorial Hall, Oxford Street, Lambourn, Berkshire.
RG17 8XP
Telephone: 01488 72400
s Clerk: Gary Wyatt-Hawkins
Assistant Clerk: Rachael Burns
email: info@lambourn-pc.gov.uk. lambourn.ndp@gmail.com

LAMBOURN

MINUTES

Lambourn Neighbourhood Development Plan
Steering Group Meeting
on Monday 21* August 2023
in the Memorial Hall

at 2pm

Apologies: Bruce Laurie; Howard Woollaston; Mike Billinge-Jones
Those present: Sue Cocker; Bridget Jones; Will Riggall

26: MINUTES OF MEETING on Monday 24™ July 2023 were approved and
signed.
Administrative support: The meeting was recorded and an electronic
transcription supplied by the Clerk. (Post meeting note: The latter runs to 42
pages, of varying quality.)
Foreword to LNDP: BJ to circulate draft.
Response from PK: Following the response from Panos to the SG’s previous
queries, the following was decided:
Local Green Spaces: PP would be asked to check the spreadsheet provided by
PK (the SG noted there were some errors) and to draft brief reasons why each
site is important to the community.
Community Facilities: HN would be asked to identify, from the list of
Community Assets, those which are more properly described as Community
Facilities (according to PK’s guidance) and draft brief notes on each.
SC to identify Locally Important Buildings and draft brief notes on each.

27: UPDATE: from WR and SC on advice from Rapleys re: racing issues:
Following the abortive attempt by Racing Welfare to assess housing need
amongst racing staff in Lambourn, the LTA and JCE got in touch with their
consultants, Rapleys, who have relevant local experience, to see what they could
suggest, and whether they would provide supporting evidence for the LNDP.
Rapleys have made some initial suggestions (in italics, below) which SC will
pass on to SAB for comment.

Housing need of HRI: In order to demonstrate the need for HRI housing, and in
the time available, Rapleys suggest that Lambourn Valley Housing Trust is
involved to see if they can produce a note on the demand (the type of units
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required, affordability and availability). Rapleys will review and comment on
the evidence/note provided by Lambourn Valley Housing Trust and draft
appropriate policy/supporting text. A meeting with the LVHT to establish what
help they can give is being arranged.

Meeting the housing need of HRI: One of the potential ways to secure housing
for the HRI is to include a policy which requires a proportion of units to be
made available for the HRI sector. In order to inform the drafting of the policy,
Rapleys will undertake research on the relevant precedents and associated
policies. Thakeham included mention of housing for RTI in their presentation
and this might also inform the housing provision on the Lynch Wood site.

Local economy: Rapleys can provide supporting text on the RTI s importance to
the local economy and heritage, and the need to support and protect the
industry (consistent with the HRI representations made in Reg. 19)

Infrastructure: Rapleys can provide some supporting evidence re: appropriate
access for horses and racehorse industry. WR is preparing some guidelines for
horse crossings, based on experience with the ones installed on the Upper
Lambourn Road. BJ raised the question of general equestrian use of the roads,
as opposed to racehorses. SAB and Vicky Reunier to be asked for their input,
with a view to sharing good practice.

Design Code for the HRI: Rapleys can contribute to this. Clear guidance on
acceptable design should make a smoother path for planning applications. BJ
asked if it is possible to set quality standards for different types/size of training
yards, as it is not always recognised that not all training yards are the same/
have the same purpose.

UPDATE: from MBJ on Technical Grant application: Deferred to next meeting

FEEDBACK : from SC on meeting with Charlie Walker about the Membury
Business Group: Report tabled and appended to these Minutes.

TO DISCUSS: Heritage Assessment from Sarah Orr: Deferred to next meeting

PROPOSAL: To review the Housing Needs Assessment. Is it still fit for
purpose, given that the LNDP will include housing site allocations?

BL emailed: Regarding the housing needs survey, | think that we could do an
overview of the existing document based on our surveys and consultations,
reconciling it with the housing target as best we can and perhaps putting it out
for consultation prior to allocating: Deferred to next meeting. HW and BL to be
asked to report; advice from SdB awaited.

TO ARRANGE: Photographing of suggested Local Green Spaces: Deferred to
next meeting.

33: ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA: As above.
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34: DATE OF NEXT MEETING: TBA

Meeting closed at 14.40

Notes on meeting with Charlie Walker, Walker Logistics, 4.8.2023
Present: Charlie Walker; Sharon de Bru; Sue Cocker

CW reported that the Membury Business Group was on hold at present, due to the
Judicial Review, but meetings had taken place and he was pleased by the interest
shown by major players. Not all businesses were interested in joining, especially
smaller businesses. There had been some discussion around financing (not clear if this
was in terms of membership fees or contributions to projects). Setting up a BID had
been rejected because of the time and cost involved.

CW’s vision for the future of Membury was focussed on Walker Logistics — they do
not seek to expand further than their current application - but he does see liaison with
residents and WBC as playing a part in the MBG, and he recognised the importance
of living with residents. The considerable mixture of size of business on the sites
makes common aims difficult to achieve.

Whilst acknowledging the differences between Membury and Greenham, SdB
suggested looking at the Greenham Business Park as a model framework. (SC has
sent CW the link to WBC’s documents on this.)

The existence of the PEA seems to have little impact on planning by businesses, and
whilst the AONB is a factor, it does not seem to be a major consideration. Giving
Walker Logistics experience as an example, CW said they complied with planning
directives about the environment and sustainability, including transport plans, lighting
and BREAM. (SC has sent CW an electronic copy of the LNDP’s Landscape
Character Assessment.)

Looking at opportunities for shared ambitions, CW thought it would be helpful to
share ideas for improvements and agreed that communication was very important.
Traffic calming (including further speed reduction) was an issue for businesses and he
identified hours of operation and light pollution as areas for discussion. Compiling a
Business Directory was raised, although he felt there might be cost issues with that.
Signage was a particular concern (deliveries and customers have difficulty finding
premises) — could WBC do anything to help? Businesses were prepared to pay for/
contribute to signs.

Salting of the roads is a problem for businesses. SC mentioned the levy raised by the
Parish Council to assist racing yards, but again cost might be an issue.

CW did not know that Highways England had given permission for some businesses
to use the Membury Services M4 access.

We agreed that the LNDP SG would show the MBG relevant policies for comment.

Overall, it was a useful meeting, establishing contact and some basis for future
discussion.
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