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LAMBOURN PARISH COUNCIL 

The Memorial Hall, Oxford Street, Lambourn, Berkshire. 
RG17 8XP 
Telephone: 01488 72400                                                                 
Clerk: Gary Wyatt-Hawkins 
Assistant Clerk: Rachael Burns 
email:  info@lambourn-pc.gov.uk.  lambourn.ndp@gmail.com 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

Lambourn Neighbourhood Development Plan  

Steering Group Meeting  

on Monday 24
th

 April 2023 

in the Memorial Hall  

at 2pm 

 
 

Present: Rebecca Davies [Principal Landscape and Planning Officer, NWD 

AONB]; Sue Cocker; Bridget Jones; Mike Billinge-Jones; Bruce Laurie; 

Peter Penfold (from 2.35pm); Will Riggall; Howard Woollaston 

Apologies: Helen Noll 

 

 

71: MINUTES OF MEETING ON Monday 27
th

 March 2023 were 

approved and signed. 

72:  TO UPDATE progress on the LNDP. 

  Rebecca Davies, Principal Landscape and Planning Officer, NWD 

AONB, attended the meeting and answered questions about what the 

AONB (i) could offer to support the LNDP and (ii) would like to see 

in the Plan. The AONB can help with drafting policies and check 

through the Pre-Submission Document. Advice is available online 

on Dark Skies and aspects of design ( See 

https://www.northwessexdowns.org.uk/downloadable-

resources/#planning-resources) and the NWD AONB Management 

Plan 2019-2024 explains policies. (This has now been extended to 

2025). The AONB worked with WBC on the Local Plan Review and 

Rebecca cited policies on Dark Skies and biodiversity as examples. 

She did express concern about how much weight planning officers 

gave to the AONB and training is being offered to officers, 

especially in the light of the high turnover of staff in the Planning 

mailto:info@lambourn-pc.gov.uk
mailto:lambourn.ndp@gmail.com
https://www.northwessexdowns.org.uk/downloadable-resources/#planning-resources
https://www.northwessexdowns.org.uk/downloadable-resources/#planning-resources
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Department. Natural England is the official public consultee on 

planning matters, not the AONB, and NE tends to focus on ecology, 

although it does recommend contacting the AONB for opinions. A 

protocol for this would be helpful.  A further concern was the type of 

development which is actually built on allocated sites and whether it 

met local needs. The Lynch Lane site, so close to the SSSI, is 

another concern. 

SG members raised particular issues to do with industrial 

development at Membury. Rebecca commented that the height of the 

grain silo was an anomaly and should not be the standard for the 

height of developments. Agricultural barns would be a more 

appropriate measure. The AONB does not like skylights (impact on 

Dark Skies) and regards bunds as an alien feature in the landscape. 

Landscaping should be more naturalistic (carefully placed groups of 

trees, rather than thick belts of planting). The elevated position of 

the industrial sites and the motorway services did make landscaping 

more difficult. Appropriate materials should be used; surfaces 

should be permeable, and subject to appropriate management, to 

combat flooding. A management Masterplan for the Membury 

employment area would be very helpful and the LNDP could further 

that. 

Action: The SG agreed to send Rebecca a copy of Lepus’s 

Landscape Character Assessment and the draft Plan.  

The Chair thanked Rebecca for taking the time to come and talk to 

the SG. Rebecca left the meeting at 2.45pm. 

Update: Landscape Character Assessment sent; Sharon is preparing 

a draft of the Plan for Rebecca and has asked to arrange a meeting 

with her to discuss the content.  

 

The Chair reported back on: 

Meeting with Sharon (17.4.2023): Request from Sharon to fill gaps 

in the material for the Plan, as listed in Item 74.  

Update on Screening Opinion by WBC: Since the meeting, Bryan 

Lyttle has said it is being worked on and he hopes to be able to sign 

it off later this week or early next. We need confirmation from WBC 

(an email would be sufficient) that a HRA and a SEA are needed 

before applying for the Technical Grant.. 

Contact with Sarah Orr (Archaeology Officer WBC): Sarah 

estimated that providing advice as listed on the WBC Archaeology 

Neighbourhood Planning Request Form (copy appended to these 

Minutes) would cost between £200 - £300. She could do the work at 

the end of May.   
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Development of Lambourn section of LNDP: Sue has this in hand.  
 

  

73:  TO CONFIRM the payment to Bluestone Planning of  Invoice -

1000 for £4,444.09  and Invoice -1001 for £1,782.08 [Credit Note 

incl.]. Unanimously agreed. 

Bridget enquired about the subscription to Parish Online, the 

payment for which had been queried by the Parish Council Chair. 

This has now been paid, with LPC and the LNDP splitting the cost 

(£240), as had been agreed previously. 

 

74: Sharon has asked for the following, to fill in gaps in the Plan: 

 74.1: Community Aspirations for projects to be funded by CiL or 

other sources. e.g. Heritage Trail; Transport – a pledge for LPC to 

work with Highways. This will need to be discussed with the Parish 

Council. Action: Bruce and Bridget will put together a list and 

Bridget will take it to the Parish Council at the May Full Council 

meeting. 

74.2: Key issues for each settlement: Action: To be compiled by 

Bridget (the Woodlands); Howard (Eastbury); Will (Upper 

Lambourn) with input from Parish ward Councillors; Peter 

(Lambourn) To be done by 15
th
 May. 

74.3: Horse racing industry issues: Will’s report was tabled and 

discussed. Action: SG members to notify the Chair of any further 

comments/ideas and she will circulate final draft to be sent to 

Sharon.  

The issue of whether there is actual evidence (other than anecdotal) 

for specific housing needs for the HRI was raised. Will confirmed 

that a survey was being done by acing Welfare which should provide 

useful information. It was suggested that a Master Plan for the HRI 

could be considered, as for Membury, involving the trainers and JCE 

and addressing NNZ issues amongst others. 

74.4: Locally important buildings (including possible candidates for 

local listing) This is based on the list of Heritage Assets. (Latest 

copies to be tabled – please bring or send to Chair any you have): 

Sites added to list. Action: Sue will cross-reference to distinguish 

Listed/Scheduled from non-designated Heritage Assets. 

 74.5: Identifying Local Green Spaces for mapping; The SG was 

happy with the list previously compiled. 

 74.6: Community Assets (please bring or send to Chair a list of any 

you have): Helen had sent a very useful template for mapping 

Community Assets from the Rural Health website. It was agreed our 
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existing list would be updated and corrected using the template as a 

guide. Action: Sue to circulate. 

 74.7: Check list of important views listed in Plan: It was agreed that 

Oliver Steed be asked to take photographs of those views listed for 

which we did not have images. Action: Sue to contact Oliver. 

  

 

75:  ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA: Feedback from LPC; Secretarial 

assistance 

 

 

76: DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 2pm, Monday June 5
th

. Memorial 

Hall 
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West Berkshire Council Archaeology 

Neighbourhood Planning Request Form 

 
Please note that data will only be provided for the designated area of your Neighbourhood 
Plan. Information can be provided in various formats. Unless specified, this will be as PDFs. 

Contact us to discuss any specific requirements for advice or a visit: 

Sarah Orr, Senior Archaeologist - 01635 519805   

Beth Asbury, Assistant Archaeologist - 01635 519534 
 

NDP Parish name Lambourn 

Name of contact Sue Cocker (Chair, LNDP Steering Group) 

E-mail address of contact Lambourn.ndp@gmail.com 

Telephone number of 
contact 

01488 71357 

 

Product Description Cost 
(Yes/N
o) 

Please 
tick if 
required 

Known 
buildings, 
monuments, 
sites, places 
and landscapes 
with heritage 
interest 

Nationally designated 
Assets 

Summary report and map of listed buildings, scheduled 
monuments, registered parks and gardens and registered 
battlefields on the National Heritage List for England 

No 

Locally Listed Assets Summary report and map of locally listed buildings and 
structures 

Historic Environment 
Record Monuments 

Summary report and map of all sites and buildings on the West 
Berkshire HER, many of which will be non-designated heritage 
assets, meriting consideration in planning decisions 

Heritage at Risk List of any assets recorded on Historic England’s Heritage at 
Risk Register 

Character 
Assessments 

Historic Landscape 
Characterisation 
information 

Maps and explanatory tables of Historic Landscape 
Characterisation, showing both current and previous land-use 
types 

No 

Historic Environment 
Character Zone 
information 

Maps and documents of areas and zones with similar 
landscape evolution and historic character and potential 

No  

Conservation 
Areas 

Locally designated areas 
of architectural or historic 
interest 

Map of any Conservation Areas, including appraisals or 
management plans if available 

No  

Assessment 
and Advice  

Assessment of 
Archaeological Potential 

Advice for individual development sites regarding the potential 
for archaeological remains 

Yes  

Statement of Significance Statement of significance of NDP area in each period from the 
Mesolithic to the Modern 

Yes  

Summary of historic 
character and research 
questions 

Report summarising the surviving historic character of the 
area. This includes initial analysis of heritage assets and 
historic landscape character. Suggested further research to 
better inform future development 

Yes  

Opportunities to enhance 
historic environment  

Suggestions of where opportunities may exist to enhance or 
restore the historic environment through development 

Yes  

Visit from the 
Archaeology 
team 

Tailored to your 
requirements, e.g. a talk, 
workshop or walk around 
the area 

Bespoke presentations for the steering group or wider 
community on the historic environment of the NDP area, 
highlighting places of particular significance and the support 
the Archaeology team can provide 

Yes Not at 
present 

 
Please return this form to:  

By e-mail - archaeology@westberks.gov.uk 
By post - Archaeology, Development and Regulation, West Berkshire Council, 
Market Street, Newbury, RG14 5LD 

 

mailto:archaeology@westberks.gov.uk
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