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LAMBOURN PARISH COUNCIL 

The Memorial Hall, Oxford Street, Lambourn, Berkshire. RG17 8XP 

Telephone: 01488 72400                                                                 
Clerk: Karen Wilson 
Assistant Clerk: Rachael Burns 
email:  info@lambourn-pc.gov.uk.  lambourn.ndp@gmail.com 

 

 

MINUTES of 
 

Lambourn Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group 

Meeting at  

the Memorial Hall, Lambourn on Monday 28
th

 November 2022  

2.00pm 
 

Present: Sue Cocker, Bridget Jones, Howard Woollaston (zoom), Bruce Laurie and 

Karen Wilson (Clerk). 

Sharon Brentnall (Bluestone Consulting zoom) 

 
Apologies: Will Riggall, Peter Penfold, Mike Billinge-Jones, Helen Noll,  

 

 
36: MINUTES OF MEETING ON 26

th
 September 2022:  To be signed and actions 

confirmed/updated. Confirmed by Howard Woollaston and Bruce Laurie and signed by 

Sue Cocker  

  

37: UPDATE on the meeting with WBC on 15.11.22 (Meeting notes previously circulated) 

to discuss impact of Nutrient Neutrality on LNDP Allocation of Housing Sites. 

 Concerns were raised about the differences in the expert opinions regarding mitigation 

within the NN zone. Sharon confirmed that other ecology professionals dispute WBC’s 

conclusions about the mitigation of phosphate pollution and there were issues about the 

impact of the construction process on any site. They have also expressed concern about 

the impact of development of the (already-allocated) Lynch Lane site on the River 

Lambourn SSSI and the Habitat Regulations Assessment may make the buffer zone 

wider. 

 

13:56 Howard Woollaston joined. 

Howard reminded everyone that the Local Plan now covered to 2039 and the NN zone 

developments would be put on hold until later.  

It was noted that, in the Local Plan Review, there were proposed allocations for 254 

dwellings in the River Lambourn Nutrient Neutrality Zone in West Berkshire, which is 

a considerable amount.  

 

14:04 Bruce Laurie arrived. 

It was resolved that the LNDP would have similar wording to West Berkshire Council 

Local Plan’s NNZ policy parameter: The site lies within the hydrological catchment of 

the River Lambourn SSSI/SAC and the development must demonstrate nutrient 
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neutrality. A Habitats Regulations Assessment will be required to accompany any 

future planning application. This will be supported by an appropriate Nutrient 

Neutrality Assessment and Mitigation Assessment. Mitigation required will need to be 

operational and in place prior to any nutrient pollution being discharged. 

In addition, a caveat would be added, stating that LNDP reserve the right to enable a 

different approach to be taken, as this parameter is untested at examination and may be 

subject to change (e.g. if objections raised by Natural England.) This will leave LNDP 

SG with as much flexibility as possible.  

It was confirmed that the mitigation parameter does cover the construction phase of a 

development. 

 

38: TO DISCUSS: The assessment of the sites submitted in the LNDP “Call for Sites” in 

the light of response from WBC and decide next steps.  

 

 It was resolved to run a public consultation on the LNDP Call for Sites alongside the 

Regulation 19 Consultation on the Local Plan Review. 

 

 It was resolved to ask all developers for a 5-minute presentation to be provided for the 

public consultation. This will be shown during the public consultation and available on-

line for viewing. 

 Following the public consultation, LNDP SG will raise any questions submitted with 

the developers. All developers to be treated in the same manner. No developers will be 

invited to the public consultation in the interest of fairness. 

 

 There was a discussion on allocating an Affordable Housing site (Shared ownership, 

discount in perpetuity or social housing only), to be taken to the public consultation for 

feedback. 

 

 LNDP SG will provide a breakdown of housing numbers for parishioners for each year 

of the Plan, which will cover to 2039. 

 

 The consultation will take on the same format at previous ones, with exhibitions in 

Eastbury, Lambourn Woodlands, Upper Lambourn and Lambourn. 

 

 It was resolved to have the developers’ presentations available on either laptops 

(manned by a SG member) or a screen, as well as allowing on-line access, should 

parishioners want to rewatch. 

 Developers will be asked to focus on the bullet points provided to them from the 

assessment reports. The full report will not be available to developers until in the public 

domain. 

 

 In addition, the public consultation would present policy themes for comment and 

feedback. 

 

 Bluestone Consulting will provide topic boards – A3 prints, and the consultations will 

run at the same time as the WBC Local Plan Review consultation in January. It was 

agreed that LPC can print off and SC can laminate A3 printouts for the exhibition. 

 

 Sue confirmed that the previous consultations were asking for evidence, the January 

one will be policy creation and feedback. 

  

 Sharon confirmed the following timescale: 
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 January public consultation – feedback will form part of report for pre-submission, 

which could be ready in April. 

 Pre-submission to WBC 

 6 week consultation (reg 14) 

 WBC to look for an examiner 

 WBC may ask for clarification and wait for responses.  

 Report will then be provided. 

 

 The only possible hold up will be the SEA and HRA as there is currently a 3-5 month 

waiting list. Sharon suggested booking these in January to prevent delays. 

 

 There was a discussion on the changes in the LPR to Membury Employment areas 

(maps attached with these Minutes) There is an existing planning permission 

(07/02754/COMIND) on the new site. The height of the grain silos proposed is a 

concern. 

 Howard confirmed the new site was allocated as a B2 not B8.  
Bridget asked if the LNDP could stipulate a list of conditions as a quality 

standard, to protect the amenities of local residents i.e. Hours of Operation etc. 

Conditions on the list could be removed if inappropriate, effectively ensuring 

that there would be enforceable conditions, rather than the current situation 

when it is rare that any conditions are placed on an application. The LNDP will 

note the accumulated impact of development for this area, so that officers will need to 

refer to the design codes.  

The impact on neighbouring villages was discussed and a movement diagram of HGV 

can be collated to assess the impact. Ancient woodland and Grade II listed buildings 

need to be protected. 

 

 Sharon suggested the inclusion of Incidents data to highlight blackspot areasand 

parking restrictions/narrow lane obstructions. 

 

Sharon will provide the completed site assessment to Sue with bullet point conclusions. 

These conclusions will be given to developers for their presentations. Sharon will 

provide topic boards for the exhibition. 

Sharon and Sue will work on themed postcards per topic, which can be taken away. 

 

 

39: REVIEW of current position of LNDP (see above) 

 

40:  ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA:  
 Topic boards and Consultancy dates. 

 

41: DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 
 Sue will send out an email to schedule the next meeting to discuss consultation  

 

15:06 Meeting Closed.  

 

 


