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MINUTES 
 

Lambourn Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group 

Meeting at the Memorial Hall, Lambourn on Monday 28
th

 March  

3.00pm 
 

Present: Bruce Laurie, Mike Billinge-Jones, Sue Cocker (Chair), Bridget Jones, 

Howard Woollaston, Karen Wilson and Sarah Hennessey 

 
Apologies: Will Riggall, Peter Penfold and Helen Noll. 

 

055: To introduce Sarah Hennessey, volunteer Minute Secretary 

Sarah introduced herself and gave a brief personal history and understanding of 

Neighbourhood Plans. 

Sue gave an overview of the plan process to date. 

 

054: MINUTES OF MEETING ON 14.03.22:  Confirmed unanimously and signed. 

Matter arising: Sue has not received the updated character assessment document 

with picture, but the Steering Group can work on the policy options document 

which has been sent. 

 Local Green Spaces template was discussed. WBC advises that an “extensive 

tract of land”  is a site over 19 hectares. 

 Anthony Hallows is still unwilling to share his documentation so no further 

action will be taken. 

 

 

056: To discuss and confirm LNDP Policy Options (Documents attached: 

Neighbourhood Plan Policy Options for Discussion; Key Themes and 

Objectives for LNDP, March 2022 version). 

Policy Options: Landscape as overarching theme. Sharon (Bluestone Planning 

Consultant) is guiding through information gathering and imputing into policies. 

Bruce pointed out 1 addition to Byways and footpaths – developments should 

promote access to byways. 

This would encourage the development and upgrade of the Lambourn – 
Eastbury byway. 

Howard would like to see this extended to Great Shefford. 
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Sue thought that making the Lambourn Valley Way cyclable should be possible, 

although the sections on the road would be difficult. 

Howard confirmed that WBC thought this may be expensive. 

Bridget requested that Cuckoo Corpse be added to the list as an ancient 

woodlands. 

Howard suggested the setting of Bockhampton Village should be mentioned. 

Sue suggested in Heritage. 

Bruce confirmed that all scheduled ancient monuments are protected and should 

be noted in the policies. 

Bridget has been looking into Quiet Lanes. 

 

It was agreed to clarify with Sharon what further information is required to 

avoid duplication. 

Sue suggested adding ‘Removal of trees” in Biodiversity (i.e. recent hedgerow 

removal) and the impact of Equestrian use. 

Bridget confirmed that Main views should also be added. 

 

Sue suggested that a definition of ‘local housing needs’ was needed. 

Bruce confirmed that the housing needs assessment would provide the details. 

 

It was agreed the Steering Group was now in a position to carry out an informal 

public consultation on the potential policies suggested so far.  

 

Sue raised the topic of site allocations. This must be decided before undertaking 

a public consultation.   

It was agreed that local people would prefer the Parish Council to allocate 

housing sites to ensure that local housing needs and numbers are met. It was 

agreed to put the question forward in the informal consultation to confirm what 

people want and weigh the evidence. 

 

It was agreed that the Steering Group accept the existing sites, but is unsure of 

new allocations. 

A discussion was held regarding the Lynch Lane site and its proximity to the 

Lambourn River in the light of the recent Nutrient Neutrality Advice to WBC 

from Natural England. 

Should Business sites also be allocated in the LNDP? 

 

The informal public consultation will take the form of a series of exhibitions 

around the Parish, using the previous format. Bridget and Sue will create the 

information boards with the headings to draw people into conversations. 

 

More information is required on Road safety, sustainable transport, biodiversity, 

protected views. 

Also noted to amend to Fognam Downs (typo). 

 



  

  

 

Entrances to the Parish were discussed with particular attention to the Wantage 

Road entrance and view. 

 

Sue to request from Sharon a list of ‘work that SG must undertake’ and 

evidence which will be required to prevent duplication.  

 

Under Education and Employment: 

Howard confirmed that the Youth Survey had been undertaken and WBC will 

be looking at the Lambourn Centre to action. 

Bruce confirmed that a clause is required for training in the Racing industry. 

Bridget suggested encouraging apprenticeships and employing within the local 

area are added to the policies. Sue proposed a look at the WBC plan policies to 

see whether this is included. 

Bruce suggested restricting housing for local people. 

Howard confirmed that the local primary school has capacity, Bridget suggested 

that the reputation must be improved first.  

Sue raised concerns over the school staff living outside the Parish due to the 

lack of affordable housing. If they lived locally they might have more 

opportunity for engagement with the community. 

Mike noted that this area has many people earning below teachers’ wages.  

Bruce stated that there should be a promotion of mixed skill, training and 

flexible jobs within the business economy. 

Specifically, within the Racing industry where yards should be required to build 

hostels and staff accommodation. Mike confirmed this was more appropriate 

than multiple occupancy houses. 

 

Sue re-confirmed that all relevant WBC policies should be reviewed to prevent 

‘re-invention of the wheel’ 
 

Bridget raised concerns over air quality and environmental factors – what could 

SG do in this regard? Bruce suggested asking Sharon for her advice and 

requested confirmation that Sharon had a list of all the heritage sites to prevent 

duplication. 

 

Sue summed up as follows: 

She will ask Sharon: 

1) what SG is required to provide  

2)  how to approach the public. 

3) What should be done about site allocation. 

 

It was agreed to hold  a series of exhibitions to enable informal consultation on 

proposed policy areas. Provisional dates are: 

19th May: Thursday evening. Woodland St Mary Village Hall 

25th May: Wednesday evening 5 - 7: Upper Lambourn JCE 



  

  

 

27 & 28 May: Day & evening Friday: morning Saturday: Lambourn Memorial 

Hall 

Eastbury TBA 

 

A hand-delivered leaflet drop to be done to every household by the beginning of 

May. Parish Councillors will be asked to volunteer and assist with this. 

 

Howard has agreed to attend as an additional draw – ‘speak to your District 

Councillor’.  
 

Sue will request details from Sharon prior to the 11 April and then she and 

Bridget will sort 8 boards to cover 8 policies. 

 

057: ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA:  

 Public consultation. 

 

 

058: DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 

 11 April 2022.  2pm. Lambourn Memorial Hall  

 

16:42 Meeting Closed. 


