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Telephone: 01488 72400                                                                 
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Meeting notes 

 

Lambourn Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group 

Meeting in Memorial Hall on Monday 14
th

 March 2022  

 

 

Present:  Bridget Jones. Sue Cocker (Chair), Peter Penfold, Mike Billinge-Jones, 

Howard Woolaston, Bruce Laurie, Sharon Brentnall (Bluestone Planning) and Karen 

Wilson (minutes) 

Apologies: Will Riggall. 

 

Meeting commenced at 15:00. 

 

048:  MINUTES OF MEETING ON 17.01.22:  Confirmed and signed 

 Update: 

Landowners’ / Land managers’ Survey  

Thanks to Bridget and Will for compiling a summary of Landowners’ Survey. 

Bridget felt these highlighted key areas, especially the lack of ownership of 

land. 

 

 

049:   Financial Update: Mike confirmed a current balance of £7377.26 (which 

include a VAT reclaim). Potential grants will still leave a shortfall and 

fundraising may be required. A total of £18,756 has been received in grants. 

 Sharon suggested investigating affordable housing for sale, for which there was 

a grant of an additional £10,000. 

 It was agreed to take an overview and confirm what would be required for 

completion.  

Sharon to requote to completion (including writing the Plan). 

Mike to send current spreadsheet to Sue. 

 

050: To agree next steps to complete Design Codes and 051: Content of Policy 

Options Framework 

Sharon will take the work done by Bridget and insert it into the template 

Document Framework. 

The Design policies will start with a separate policy per settlement and sub- 

area. These will refer to the design code with a summary of the elements (most 

obvious points). Details will be covered in the annexes. 



  

  
 

There will be separate Parish-wide codes for Industrial use (economic sector) 

and residential development (garden sizes and plot sizes). Plot coverage is key, 

with a transition to Open Downlands. 

Sharon confirmed that the Landscape Character Assessment would feed into 

the Landscape policy with each settlement’s distinctive character (i.e. height, 

planting and landscaping, Industrial use/Open storage and key views). 

Key Views policy can state max height and Public Rights of Way view. 

Sharon confirmed a Dark Night Skies policy (which WBC currently does not 

have). Sue suggested using the AONB dark Night Skies policy. 

Mike raised concerns over enforcement.  

Agreed that if conditions were put on an application, it should be followed up 

by enforcement. 

Sharon requested any additional data on Habitats, Special areas of 

conservation, Nature reserves, SSSI, biodiversity in general and wildlife 

corridors. 

Bruce confirmed the requirement to preserve Open Downlands and only allow 

development within the settlement areas. 

It was agreed to write a description leading to policy per issue to make the 

information readily available and easy to understand. 

 

Sharon suggested headings as follows: 

 Maintain residential hamlets 

 Woodland Cover 

 Industrial building screening. 

 

Sue request for building to be sited in hollows not on ridge line. Buildings in 

Open Downland mirror settlements in the Woodlands. 

Bruce confirmed that the landscapes should tie together. 

Steering Group will contact individuals in the outlying areas of the Parish to 

take note of their personal experiences. 

Officers should be aware of the height/elevation concerns and all new 

developments should be viewed context of the surroundings, including long 

distance views. 

Sharon will assist Sue on Parish On-line to enable linking views. 

Sue suggested contacting TVERC for information on habitat corridors. 

Bridle ways and Public Rights of Way could be overlaid in Parish On-line. 

A Bridle way policy has been suggested by a resident. Sue will read and share 

relevant details. 

Mike has walked the 86 paths and noted/reported areas of concern. 

These include moving of footpath and electric fences. 

Bruce suggested conversion to cycle paths to link the parishes (Eastbury – 

Lambourn and Lambourn – Upper Lambourn). 



  

  
 

Safe crossing of the B4000 was discussed and local residents are keeping a log 

of dangerous situations and accidents. 

Quiet Lane Policy was discussed and SG to confirm which individual Roads 

could fall into the category of narrow lanes (2 cars can’t pass). Suggestions of 

Eastbury Shute, Sheepdrove, Greenways and Maddle Road. 

Sharon suggested working with WBC Highways to ensure signs are put up and 

officer’s support. 

 

Sharon raised Local Green Spaces. These need to be outside of the settlement 

with recreational/ecological value. They can include amenities (such as 

woodlands) but don’t need to. 

 

The Landscape Matrix was shown, and SG will complete the table. This table is 

a traffic light system with points allocated. 

 

 Proximity to community 

 Beauty/amenities 

 Recreational  

 Historical 

 Tranquillity 

 Extensive tracks of land (usually 4 hectares or smaller) 

 Allocated for other use 

 Public access. 

  Important views should also be noted. 

 River and localised flooding must be noted  

  

Entry to properties via dry riverbed was discussed. 

(Highway verge land does not usually get allocated.) 

 

16:16 Peter left 

 

Sharon confirmed that any development must consider the impact on the 

water table. 

Sue confirmed that groundwater was a concern in this area, where if not one 

of the allocated sites, there was no investigation into groundwater available. 

Sharon confirmed that groundwater was mentioned 3 times in WBC local 

plan, so can be referred too. 

 

It was agreed that Sharon would input detail into the template and email to 

Sue by the end of the week. 

 

Climate Change was discussed. Woodlanders are unable to have fast charging 

points installed at their residences. New substations are required for future 



  

  
 

developments, which may prove too costly and unsuitable for affordable 

housing developments. The cost of electric vehicles and numbers currently 

sold without the necessary infrastructure is concerning. 

Bruce suggested ground source heat pumps and the possibility of biomass 

(due to the manure available within Lambourn). 

 

Bridget raised concerns over the critical infrastructure and local power cuts.  

It was confirmed that assessment of utilities could form part of the Plan. 

 

16:32 Mike left  

 

Confirmed that there would be an informal public consultation after fleshing 

out the details of codes and policies. 

Sharon would advise on survey to coincide with potential public exhibition. 

Sue confirmed that the consultation would provide a simple but clear 

explanation to the residents to ensure that they understood the Plan. 

Steering Group agreed to serve notice to WBC regarding site allocation. 

Sharon confirmed that any sites which have been put forward during the plan 

count towards the total. Realistically a 5 -10 % increase should be expected. 

 

The change of use of agricultural building to B8 has raised major concerns in 

the Woodlands. The current road network is struggling and dangerous.  

This was highlighted by a police officer being unwilling to exit his vehicle. 

Royal Mail are providing documentation regarding their duty of care policy 

for the Woodland area.  Traffic calming and safe crossing points are being 

discussed. 

Both the residents and WBC have paid for traffic surveys to be undertaken, 

which should provide the required evidence. 

 

16:48 Howard left. 

 

052:  Items for next Agenda: To discuss and confirm template. 

 

 

053:  DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  

 28 March at 3pm in Memorial Hall 

 

16:51 Meeting closed. 

 


