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Meeting notes

Lambourn Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group

Meeting at Mandown Farm, JCE office on Monday 21* February

2.45pm

Present: Sue Cocker (Chair); Mike Billinge-Jones; Bruce Laurie; Helen
Noll (minutes); Pete Penfold; Will Riggall; Howard Woollaston
Apologies: Bridget Jones

SC thanked Will Riggall and Jockey Club Estates for the use of the
meeting room

042:

043:

MINUTES OF MEETING ON 21.02.22 were agreed and signed by
SC.

It was formally proposed by MB-J and unanimously agreed to pay
Alistair Mills £150 for the final costs of the previous LNDP website,
now closed.

Updates:

043.1: Landowners’ / Land managers’ Survey: 10 replies had been
received which gave a partial picture of agriculture in the Parish. It
was felt that whilst actual policies for agriculture were difficult to
frame, examples of Best Practice could be identified and Design
Codes for agricultural buildings and their uses could be applied. E.g.
The use of finger blades not flails to trim hedges; native tree species
to be used in planting.

Diversification was discussed. Sheepdrove offers good examples of
sensitive placement of properties in hollows and careful planting.
Barns to warehousing was an issue; small developments favoured
over warehousing; the light industrial local employment cluster at
New Finches, Baydon is an example of using the landscape to “hide”
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units outside the settlement but still offer employment. Sensitive
planting shields the units from the road.

Diversity also applied to the use of land, not just buildings. Solar
farms were raised:

ACTION: SC to contact Rebecca Davies at NWD AONB for policy
on solar farms. (Response from RD attached)

Planning policy can work against good farming practice and the
LNDP should be aware of this. It must be in general conformity with
WBC Plan, but the demographic of the Parish is atypical and
therefore has different considerations.

Aim for balance of residential and industrial/agriculture and clarity
of policy.

043.2: Admin. Support: This is not available from LPC. Adverts for
a volunteer have been placed on FB and websites

044: To discuss: Evidence for Design Codes, following visits to
Lambourn, Eastbury, Upper Lambourn and the Woodlands.
ACTION: SC to liaise with BJ regarding report on the Woodlands.
Differences from other parts of Parish reflected in policy —e.g.
increased use of brick and pattern of outbuildings. Woodlands
Protection Group providing valuable input. (BJ’s work on Design
Codes for LCA3[Membury Airfield] and LCA4[Ermin Street]
attached)

Concern was expressed about outdoor storage becoming an eyesore.
ACTION: HW to explore how to enforce planning conditions.

It was noted that the Sheepdrove area shared characteristics with the
Woodlands and contained good examples of sensitive placement of
businesses in hollows and careful planting.

SC was thanked for her work on Upper Lambourn’s Settlement
Characteristics.

It was agreed to ask Sharon Brentnall (Bluestone Planning) for
guidance on what is needed for the Design Codes, based on the work
done so far. (SB will attend the next meeting of the SG, on 14 March
2022)

It was further agreed to ask SB for an update on fees. (Quote as of
Dec. 2021 attached)
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046:

047:

045: To discuss: Content of Policy Options Framework. It was
agreed that it would be helpful to have some examples, or a
template, from SB of what is needed to fill in the spreadsheet,
especially on backing preferred options with evidence. This would
be a useful tool for moving forward and the work could be divided
amongst SG members. (SB will attend the next meeting of the SG, on
14 March 2022)

ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA:

Site Allocations: Should the LNDP allocate sites for (a) housing and
(b) economic purposes?

A decision on this is needed to move forward on the LNDP. A short
discussion raised issues to be considered: local housing need v.
WBC gross numbers of houses; landowners’ needs (development of
housing as a form of diversification); the staggering of development
over the period of the Local Plan, with an agreed percentage of
building in a timeframe, so large numbers of houses are not built at
one time. It was suggested that, whilst the SG remains reluctant to
allocate, the LNDP could state it had “no objection” to certain sites.
(Email update on housing allocation received from Umrah Mahadik,
attached.)

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Monday 14" March at 3pm in the
Memorial Hall
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