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MINUTES OF LAMBOURN FINANCE COMMITTE 

HELD ON 
WEDNESDAY 8TH OF FEBRUARY 2023  

AT 7.30PM 
 IN THE MEMORIAL HALL 

 
In attendance; Cllr Sue Cocker, Cllr Helen Noll, Cllr Steve Mead, and Cllr Vicky 
Rieunier. 
 
Also, in attendance; Karen Crowhurst – Locum Clerk. 

 
MINUTES 

 
33 TO ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

There were no apologies for absence. Cllr Steve Mead sent apologies for 
lateness. 

 
34 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING   

To accept the minutes of the meeting held on 23rd November 2022 as a true  
and accurate record of the meeting. 
 
It was resolved to accept the minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting 
held on the 23rd of November 2022. 

 
35 TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF MEMBERS INTERESTS OR 

DISPENSATION REQUESTS -To receive any declarations of Members interests 
on this agenda, in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 and the Code of 
Conduct adopted by the Parish Council. 

 
 There were no declarations of interests nor dispensation requests. 

 
36 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
 There was no public participation. 
 
37 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

 
Current balances: 

 Barclays  £81,781.43 @ 30/12/22    
 Newbury  £78,828.38 @ 06/01/23   
 Santander (LNDP) £15,218.13 @31/10/22 
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 Members of the Finance Committee noted the Financial Statements.  
 
38 BANKING SIGNATORIES – To note the resolution passed at the Full Council 

Meeting held on the 1st of February 2023. 
 
 Members noted the resolution pertaining to banking signatories made by Full 

Council at the meeting held on the 1st of February 2023, as below: 
 

It was resolved unanimously that Cllr Victoria Jane Rieunier, Cllr Steven 

Paul Mead to be the approved bank signatories for the Santander account 

on behalf of Lambourn Parish Council, with immediate effect from passing 

the resolution.  It was also agreed for 2 Council Members sign the 

necessary documents for submission to the bank. 

 

It was further resolved for Cllr’s Sue Cocker, Steve Mead and Cllr Vicky 

Rieunier to be bank signatories to all Parish Council bank accounts. The 

signatories for Barclays Newbury and Santander. 

Cllr Vicky Rieunier informed Members that she is now a bank signatory for 
the Barclays bank account, which will be most helpful as it was a long process 
to change the mandate. Cllr Vicky Rieunier advised that previous signatories 
no longer serving the Council can now be removed. 
 

39 FINANCIAL POSITIONS TO DATE – To note the financial position of the 
Council. 

 
 Members went through all the budget headings looking at the budget against 

actual costs. Members were satisfied that the finances are on track and there 
is nothing alarming to consider. 

 
40 BUDGET – To confirm any adjusted or new budget headings for the 2023-24 

Financial year. 
 
 19.52. Cllr Steve Mead joined the meeting. 
 
 Members looked at the budget headings and were pleased that the work 

carried out to make the report easier to understand. After some 
consideration and discussion, it was resolved to change Racing Levy to Racing 
contributions. All were in favour. 

 
 Members also noted the significant increase for utilities which was not 

budgeted for and will lead to a significant overspend for the financial year 
2023-2024, and the current financial year. 

 
41 AUDITORS REPORT – To note any actions taken arising from the Auditors 

Report. 
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 The Chair informed Members that she recently met with the Internal Auditor, 

the actions suggested by the Internal Auditor are all in hand and there is 
nothing outstanding.  

 
42 LAMBOURN PARISH COUNCIL RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY – To request the 

Policy be considered by Full Council at the May Annual Statutory Meeting. 
 
 It was unanimously resolved to request the Risk Management Policy be 

considered at the Annual Statutory Meeting, scheduled for the 11th of May 
2023. 

  
43 PARISHIONER REQUEST TO PURCHASE ALLOTMENT LAND/RIGHT OF WAY 

AT LAND ADJOINING BAYDEN ROAD - Previous grant of access agreed by 
Council in 1991. 

 
I. To consider the legalities regarding the request. 

Members considered legislation pertaining to allotment land and agreed 
the Council would not be able to sell the land to the parishioner. 
 

II. To consider a response to the Parishioner. 

It was agreed for the Chair to respond to the Parishioner within 15 
working days from the meeting advising the following: Allotment land 
cannot be sold off, unless agreed by the Secretary of State. The path 
being used is within the curtilage of the land. 
 
It was agreed to delegate authority alongside the Clerk to the Chair to 
draft the content of the letter. It was further agreed that all Members by 
email will comment, if necessary, on the content of the letter and the 
final draft will be sent to the parishioner by the Chair. 
 

III. To note the current deed of access, expires in 2024. 

Members noted that the current deed will expire in 2024 and agreed to 
discuss this as an agenda item nearer the time. 
 

44  LAMBOURN CENTRE ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION – To confirm amount 
required. 

 
 The Chair provided some background information relating to the contribution 

and advised that the contribution has been in place since 2010 by the way of 
a contract between the Parish Council and West Berkshire District Council. 

 
 Members discussed the current cost and the predicted new cost which has 

led to a £1,315 increase this year which will create an overspend. Members 
noted that any increase next year will also create an overspend for the 2023-
2024 budget. 
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45 STAFF EXPENSE POLICY – To consider and adopt the Staff Expense Policy 
presented. 

 
 It was resolved after a couple of amendments to adopt the Staff Expenses 

Policy. 
 
46 ITEMS FOR REFERRAL TO THE NEXT FINANCE COMMITTEE AGENDA AND 

THE NEXT FULL COUNCIL MEETING FOR DECISION 
 
 Members requested a 3 year financial forecast be added to the next Parish 

Council meeting agenda. 
 
47 Exclusion of Public & Press – to resolve the exclusion of public & press in 

accordance with the press & public (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 as the 
matters to be discussed are quotations. 

 
 It was resolved to exclude any members of the public and press. This was 

proposed by Cllr Sue Cocker and seconded by Cllr Steve Mead. 
 
48 TO CONSIDER QUOTATIONS RECEIVED FOR ELECTRICITY SUPPLY FOR STREET 

LIGHTING 
 
 It was agreed to move this item to the Parish Council meeting scheduled for 

the 1st of March 2023.  
 
49  TO CLOSE THE MEETING 
  
 There being no further business, the meeting closed at 20.56. 
 
Signed: V Rieunier. 


