
 

 

 
MINUTES OF 

A MEETING OF  
THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

ON FRIDAY 28 MAY 2021 AT 11:30AM 
  IN THE MEMNORIAL HALL. 
Present: Cllr Cocker, Cllr Billinge-Jones, Cllr Bulbeck Reynolds and Mrs 
Wilson (Clerk). 
 
Cllr Bulbeck Reynolds confirmed a late submission on the agenda change to the 
office and BT account. Late submission was an urgent matter requested by the 
Chair. 
 
1        MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING   

Minutes approved and signed. Proposed Cllr Billinge-Jones, seconded Cllr 
Cocker. 
 

2  FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 Current balances: 
 Barclays    £ 11296.75  
 Newbury    £77405.87 
 Santander (LNDP)   £335.70 
  
3 SIGNATORIES AND BANKING 

Proposal to confirmation on whether Cllr Bulbeck Reynolds to be added to the 
Barclays and Newbury Building Society accounts as a signatory. 
Proposal to confirm the removal of Cllr Nims & Cllr Spence from the bank 
accounts. Mandate forms to be completed. 
Clerk has received and completed Barclays mandate form which includes 
removal of Cllrs Nims and Spence, reinstatement of Cllr Cocker and inclusion 
of Cllr Bulbeck Reynolds. 
She was also able to confirm that electronic banking should be possible once 
the Councillors have requested a card and security pin device. Cllr Billinge-
Jones will call to request his and Cllrs Cocker and Bulbeck Reynolds will do 
so once the changes to the mandate have been confirmed. 
 

4 AUDITORS REVIEW RESPONSES 
 Proposal to discuss auditors report. 
 R1 – Internal Auditor –Cllr Rieunier has volunteered. 
 R2 – Financial Regulations - Policy review to be put in place. 
 R3 – Change to assertion 2 – Full Council 2 June 
 R4 – Website – Work in progress 

R5 – Insurance cover – Cllr Billinge-Jones will get his wife to check the 
policy. 

 R6- Budgets - Work in progress. Chair and Clerk to address 14 – 18 June. 
R7 – Fixed Asset Register - Cllr Bulbeck Reynold proposed additional 
software. The Chair proposed the Asset Register be reviewed in January  
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The Chair requested the Clerk send out policy review spreadsheet to the 
Finance committee. 

  
5 STAFF 

Retrospective confirmation of the increase to Mr Allen and Mr Hickman 
Robertson salary in line with minimum wage, as per attached workings.  
All in agreement. 
 

 6 PENSION CONTRIBUTION 
Proposal to confirm the new pension considered for the new assistant clerk. 
We as employers are not charged for using any of the schemes below, the 
costs are solely for the employee. 

 
Discussion held regarding NEST, NOW and SMART. 
All in agreement to recommend NEST at the Full Council meeting 2 June 
2021. 
 
TECH UPGRADE 
Proposal as per Cllr Rayonier’s email -   
Payment request of: 
Domain name registration (.gov.uk) for 2 years                   £108.00 + vat 
One off BT/Microsoft Office Upgrade Support                     £143.00 + vat 
Total                                                                                     £251.00 + vat   

 
Overall cost saving from BT and Microsoft packages of approx. £100 annually 

                                                                             
   

A summary of the pricing options for the new bundled package for 01488 
72400: 

  
• £60.95 per month for phone line, existing broadband connection and unlimited 

UK calls to landlines and mobiles 
• Therefore works out at £182.85 per quarter which will appear at the top of bill 

under regular charges 
• Alongside this remains the existing £31.68 charge for the current PC security 

package 
  

Office 365: 
  

• Microsoft Office 365 Premium package up to 5 devices - £15.10 per month 
or £45.30 per quarter (includes PC and mobile device management and 
Advanced threat protection and security): 

• Office applications: Subscription to Office for up to 5 PCs/Macs per user. 
• Office Web Apps: Create and edit Word, Excel, PowerPoint, and OneNote 

files via a web browser. 
• Hosted email: 50GB storage per user, Exchange sync 
• Simple file sharing: OneDrive for Business gives each user 1TB of personal 

storage they can access from anywhere and that syncs with their PC. Easily 
share files internally and externally and control who sees and edits them. 

• Web conferencing: Conduct meetings over the web with HD video 
conferencing, screen sharing, and instant messaging. 



 

 

• Domain name hosting 
 

All in Agreement to accept the BT upgrade package wand pay for a domain 
name. 

 
  

7 ITEMS FOR THE AGENDA 
 No Agenda Items 
 
13:05 Meeting Closed. 
 
 
 
 Chair:      Date:   1 September 2021 


