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LAMBOURN PARISH COUNCIL 
The Memorial Hall, Oxford Street, Lambourn, Berkshire. RG17 8XP 
Telephone: 01488 72400                                                                 
Clerk: Karen Wilson 
Assistant Clerk: Sonia Coyle email: lambournpc@btconnect.com 

 
Minutes of Lambourn Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group Meeting, 
Monday 10 May 2021, 10.00am, via Zoom 
 
Attending: Cllr. S. Cocker (Chairman), Cllr. H. Woollaston, Cllr. M. Billinge-Jones, Mr B. 
Laurie, Mr. P. Penfold, Cllr B. Jones (joined at 10.24), Mr W. Riggall, Sara Moule (Minutes).  

 
Apologies: None. 
 
Meeting Commenced: 10.06am  
 
273 MINUTES OF MEETING ON 12.04.21  

The minutes were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.   
The Chairman advised that Cllr Helen Noll had agreed to join the SG and would 
attend the meeting on 17 May 2021.  She agreed to send Cllr Noll documentation on 
progress to date and would copy the minutes to the Chairman of the Parish Council. 

 
274      TO DISCUSS mapping and appraisal of the River Lambourn 

The Chairman advised that Sharon Brentnall at Bluestone had had to take 
unscheduled leave and so was behind.  She would let the SG know when the work 
was done and would arrange a meeting for the River Group to discuss further.  

  
275 TO CONSIDER Mr Laurie’s preliminary draft document on Housing Allocation.  
 The Chairman had circulated Mr Laurie’s draft document and Laila Bassett’s email 

for discussion at the meeting. Mr Laurie advised that he had assumed that Lynch 
Wood would be developed and felt that allocations that had been consulted on in the 
past should be acknowledged.  He felt that the delivery of the balance of the housing 
requirements was possible by organic growth within the Settlement Boundary. It was 
agreed to formally acknowledge those sites identified by WBC and to identify further 
possible sites that were not acceptable ie those sites  designated by HEELA as 
unacceptable (eg Windsor House paddock). 

 Mr Laurie advised the Newbury Road and LynchWood developments could be 
anchored to the plan with the right policies.  There was a legal basis for policies to 
restrain Lynch Wood in part and it was important the Newbury Road lay within the 
Character Appraisal policies.  Folly Road and Rockfel Road had both been identified 
as suitable for partial development only.  The Chairman advised that all the sites 
identified by WBC were outside the Settlement Boundary and that they would need 
evidence of the criteria for rejecting sites eg LAM5 was at risk of flooding.   
Mr Laurie advised that if the SG acknowledged Lynch Wood and Newbury Road 
with the right planning policies, then the rest of the allocation could be developed 
with what was already in hand and there would be no need to allocate further sites. 
The SG agreed to accept points 1-4 in Mr Laurie’s paper. 
It was further agreed to investigate whether new racing yards which included 
permanent staff accommodation would count towards the allocation and also how the 
Alms Houses should be categorised. 
The Woodlands residents had advised that they would like to see more suitable 
housing and Cllr Jones agreed to lead on an informal consultation to help define 
policies to make further development acceptable. 
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The SG agreed that the paper gave focus for policy development and a checklist for 
acceptability. The test would be if the policies would stand up to a development 
proposal at a rejected site eg Windsor House. 
It was agreed to check Settlement Boundaries to identify any anomalies and the 
Chairman agreed to ask Laila Bassett to clarify if stable staff accommodation was 
included in the allocation.  It was agreed not to incorporate any new sites but the SG 
would acknowledge some of the sites already identified. 
Mr Penfold felt that Lambourn had been let down by WBC who were opening up the 
AONB for development, particularly in the Woodlands but thanked Cllr Woollaston 
for all he had done to oppose the application. 
The SG thanked Mr Laurie for his work on the paper. 
 

276 TO UPDATE: arrangements for formatting and distributing the Business Survey. 
 The Chairman advised that the survey needed to be fully loaded and thanked the SG 

for its input into the questionnaire.  It was agreed to pay the subscription to Survey 
Monkey and to load the questionnaire once the grant had been applied for (see 
below).  

 It was agreed to finalise the list of invitees as soon as possible. 
 

277  TO CONSIDER: Cllr Jones’ paper on Safeguarding Ancient Woodlands. 
 Mr Penfold felt that all woodland should be protected and that the word ‘ancient’ 

should be removed eg Lynch Wood was not categorised as ancient.  It was agreed to 
discuss the paper at the meeting on 17 May. 

 
278 FINANCIAL UPDATE  
 Cllr Billinge-Jones advised that there was no current allocation of grant and that any 

application had to be specific.  It was agreed to apply for monies to cover the 
Business Survey/Survey Monkey subscription and printing costs for hard copies.  It 
was agreed to ask Bluestone for a quote to cover work on the Housing Allocations.  
Further costs would include holding public consultation once it was feasible to do so. 

 The Chairman advised that the drone survey of the river had cost £17.50. 
 

279 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA:  
 Item 277 above 

Settlement Characteristics and Boundaries to be finalised so that all the ingredients 
were in place for the development of high level specifications for policies and design 
codes. 

 Mr Riggall offered his apologies as he would be unable to attend. 
  
 
265 DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 

17 May 2021, 10.30am Lambourn Memorial Hall 
 
 
Meeting Concluded 11.40am 
Chairman:     Date: 


