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LAMBOURN PARISH COUNCIL

The Memorial Hall, Oxford Street, Lambourn, Berkshire. RG17 8XP
Telephone: 01488 72400

VALLEY OF THE RACEHORSE

Clerk: Karen Wilson
Assistant Clerk: Sonia Coyle email: lambournpc@btconnect.com

Minutes of Lambourn Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group Meeting,
Monday 12 April 2021, 10.30am, via Zoom

Attending: CllIr. S. Cocker (Chairman), Cllr. H. Woollaston, ClIr. M. Billinge-Jones, ClIr B.
Jones, Mr W. Riggall, Sara Moule (Minutes).

Guests:  Ms Sharon Brentnall (Bluestone), Mr Alistair Mills, Mr Oliver Steed, Ms Rachel
Carden.

Apologies: Mr B Laurie, Mr P Penfold, Mr James Potter.

Meeting Commenced: 10.35am

266 MINUTES OF MEETING ON 15.03.21
The minutes were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

267 TO DECIDE next steps in compiling the evidence base for policies on the River
Lambourn
The Chairman advised that the drone photographs of the river had been completed
with only the last part through Eastbury left to do. She commented that while these
showed the setting and course of the river, photos at ground level would be necessary
where access was possible. She thanked Mr Steed for sending photos of the woods.
Cllr Billinge-Jones and Mr Riggall offered to walk along the river to photograph
where possible and to put together a basic appraisal by the end of the month. Ms
Brentnall advised that she had detailed mapping software that the SG could use to
identify areas of particular interest. Cllr Jones commented that this would also be
useful for the biodiversity study.
Ms Carden asked if the drone photos would be used to raise money for the project as
discussed at a recent Parish Council meeting. The Chairman advised that this was a
community venture, not a commercial enterprise and that there would categorically be
no sale of images to raise funds. Any photos used in the plan could be watermarked to
prevent unauthorised use.
Ms Brentnall advised that she had sent through a desktop survey template that the SG
could use to define the policies for the river. She reminded the group that this was for
the spatial quality (views, buildings etc) not water quality. Mr Steed asked that a
document be pulled together for the whole environment of the river taking into
account the SSSI, SAC and flora and fauna to draw up best practise for maintaining
the designations. The Chairman advised that the SG already had the European Site
Conservation Objective document that could be used as the basis for this document.
Ms Brentall advised that management of rivers and conservation were often in
conflict and that the SG should identify risks and problems.
Mr Steed felt that it would be useful to pull together a flood risk assessment for the
Parish and advised that there may already be one for Eastbury. Ms Brentnall showed
the SG various official flood maps for the area taken from the Flood Warning
Information Service website that could be added to the plan although ground water
was not taken into account. The local Flood Forum and ARK would also be
consulted. (Update:Ms Carden has put an item on the next Flood Forum Agenda)
Ms Brentnall agreed to work on the desktop mapping to produce the appraisal and to
tie this in with the photos. This would be completed by 30 April.
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Cllr Billinge-Jones proposed holding a presentation of the photographs and findings
in the Memorial Hall in July/August (or when permitted).

The Chairman thanked the guests for attending and they left the meeting (11.11am)

TO DISCUSS Mr Laurie’s preliminary draft document on Settlement Boundaries and
update on Settlement Characteristics. In Mr Laurie’s absence, this was deferred until
the next meeting.

TO FINALISE: arrangements for formatting and distributing the Business Survey.
The Chairman advised that Vicky had loaded the business survey onto Survey
Monkey but that there were a few changes required such as an identification that the
survey referred to Lambourn, that is was part of the NDP consultation and an
explanation of why it was being conducted. ClIr Jones agreed to change the order of
some questions to make it flow better. It was agreed to put out a ‘coming soon’ flyer
to alert businesses to the survey and to send it out via email, to post it on the website
and to promote it via Penny Post/Village Views, posters and the Newbury Weekly
News (ClIr Woollaston agreed to approach). Cllrs Jones and Woollaston agreed to
put together a rationale as to why it was important to complete the survey and to tie it
in to the local economy.

Vicky had advised that Survey Monkey charged between £24 and £32 per month and
she was investigating a package to do this as cheaply as possible.

FINANCIAL UPDATE

The Chairman advised that the domain name for the website cost £15 per month. Clir
Billinge-Jones offered to investigate alternative options to ensure the best use of
public funds.

ClIr Billinge-Jones advised that the next date for grant applications had not yet been
released.

ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA:

Item 268 above

ClIr Jones agreed to put together a paper on Safeguarding Ancient Woodlands for the
next meeting.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

10 May 2021 10.00am via Zoom.

The SG agreed to hold a meeting to discuss the Settlement Character Appraisal at
10.30am on Monday 17 May in the Memorial Hall.

Meeting Concluded 11.43am
Chairman: Date:



