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LAMBOURN PARISH COUNCIL 
The Memorial Hall, Oxford Street, Lambourn, Berkshire. RG17 8XP 
Telephone: 01488 72400                                                                 
Clerk: Karen Wilson 
Assistant Clerk: Sonia Coyle email: lambournpc@btconnect.com 

Minutes of Lambourn Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group Meeting, 
Monday 15 March 2021, 10.30am, via Zoom 
 
Attending: Cllr. S. Cocker (Chairman), Cllr. M. Billinge-Jones,  

Mr B. Laurie, Cllr B. Jones, Mr W. Riggall, Mr P. Penfold, Sara Moule  
(Minutes). Cllr. H. Woollaston,  
 

Guests Ms Sharon Brentnall (Bluestone), Mr Alistair Mills, Mr Oliver Steed, Ms Rachel 
Carden, Mr James Potter. 
 

Meeting Commenced: 10.34am  
 
259  MINUTES OF MEETING ON 22.02.21  

The minutes were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.   
 
260      TO DISCUSS compiling the evidence base to support policies concerning the River 

Lambourn 
 The Chairman stated that the River was important to the parish and that the SG would 

like to include policies in the final NDP to protect it and to cover the concerns about 
wider water issues expressed in the questionnaire such as flooding, the sewerage 
system and pollution.  Evidence was required to support these policies. 

 Ms Brentnall advised that there were differing approaches that could be taken. One 
was to ensure that there was a specific River Lambourn policy that other policies 
refered to.  The Natural England Conservation Objectives document could be used as 
a basis and she agreed to circulate this to the SG (Note: received and attached with 
the minutes). She advised that the setting and visual impact was an important 
consideration for the plan and that supporting policies to improve access were 
important in relation to future development proposals.   

 It was agreed that a photographic survey was required to help produce an evidence 
based document that could identify and categorise any issues.  Ms Brentall advised 
that she had a template for the SG to use as a framework and would send examples of 
other river policies.   
Ms Brentnall advised that there should be a specific policy for potential pollution 
issues incorporating buffer zones in consultation with landowners to prevent run off 
issues.  It was felt that in general, landowners would be amenable especially given the 
importance of the River Lambourn.  The Chairman commented that the catchment 
area was larger than expected and that the SG might need to work with other parishes 
to get a complete picture.  
It was agreed that historical and current photos would be useful to understand how the 
river has changed.  Mr Potter advised that he had a library pf photos of Eastbury that 
could be used.  Ms Carden advised that she too had photos that might be of use and 
she had maps that might be useful to identify river courses and sewerage systems.  .  
It was agreed that it would be beneficial to walk along the river once the water levels 
had dropped later in the year.  Ms Carden agreed to look into the use of a drone 
(Note: in hand) to map the river from a different point of view. The SG would gather 
current and historic photos and organise the storage and filing of these photos.  They 
could then be posted on the NDP website. 
The source of the river was considered to be in Lynch Wood by Environment Agency 
but Mr Penfold felt that it was actually in Upper Lambourn near Drain Lane/Croft 
Stables.  Mr Laurie advised that this should be used in the LCA as the source but the 
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valley through Upper Lambourn should be considered as part of the river.  He also 
felt that the flood defences in Eastbury should be included as best practise and be 
included in design codes.  Cllr Jones advised that there was localised flooding in 
Membury due to development at the old airfield and that this should also be included. 
Ms Brentnall agreed that all this would provide an excellent evidence based document 
and suggested contacting the AONB Sparkling Streams project to see if they could 
help with input.  Cllr Woollaston agreed to contact the WBC Public Rights of Way 
officer (Matthew Walters) to assess the quality of rights of way leading to the river. 
Cllr. Cocker agreed to put together a brief description of the river and its seasonal 
nature.  
 
The guests left the meeting (11.37am) 
 

261 UPDATE on the Business Survey: 
Cllr Billinge-Jones advised that he had yet to discuss loading the survey onto Survey 
Monkey with Vicky but that he would do so.  Cllr Cocker advised that she had put a 
piece in Village Views encouraging businesses to complete the survey.  
The SG thanked Cllr Jones and Mr Penfold for their work on putting this together. 
 

262 FINANCIAL REPORT: Proposal to confirm payment of £219.00 to Bluestone 
Planning (Invoice #INV-0109 attached) 
The SG agreed to pay this invoice.  Cllr Cocker would ask Bluestone to include the 
date on which the work was done in future. 
Cllr Billinge-Jones advised that in order to keep the design code grant, an invoice 
needed to be raised by 31 March.  Cllr Cocker agreed to ask Bluestone to do this. 
 

263 TO CONSIDER LNDP’s response to the Settlement Boundaries in the Local Plan 
Review to 2033.  
Cllr Woollaston advised that WBC has not received anything from Lambourn 
regarding settlement boundaries.  Mr Laurie commented that this was required as 
soon as possible.  Mr Penfold asked if WBC could provide a map of the current 
boundaries for the SG to review as there were queries in Lambourn Woodlands, 
Upper Lambourn and Eastbury.  Cllr Woollaston advised that policies were required 
where there were no settlement boundaries and it was important to put forward a case 
where one was required.  Cllr Cocker advised that this would link in with the 
settlement characteristics work.  Mr Laurie commented that the SG needed to define 
boundaries rooted in the LCA so that they could develop policies for the allocation or 
not of potential development sites and that this should be done as soon as possible to 
justify policies. 
It was agreed to review settlement boundaries based on the settlement characteristics. 
SG members to summarise comments on their areas and Mr. Laurie to put together a 
preliminary draft document for discussion at the next meeting. 
Mr Riggall formally advised that JCE had an active planning application for land 
south of the B4000. 
It was agreed to include an update on the River at the next meeting. 
 

264 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA:  
Organise workshop to discuss settlement characteristics for Settlement Character 
Appraisal. Plus discussion of settlement boundaries; update on river and on Business 
Survey.  

 
265 DATE OF NEXT MEETING: 

12 April 2021 10.30am via Zoom. 
 
 
Meeting Concluded 12.05 
Chairman:     Date: 


