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LAMBOURN PARISH COUNCIL 
The Memorial Hall, Oxford Street, Lambourn, Berkshire. RG17 8XP 
Telephone: 01488 72400                                                                 
Clerk: Karen Wilson 
Assistant Clerk: Sonia Coyle email: lambournpc@btconnect.com 

Minutes of Lambourn Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group Meeting, 
Monday 22 February 2021, 10.30am, via Zoom 
 
Attending: Cllr. S. Cocker (Chairman), Cllr. M. Billinge-Jones,  

Mr B. Laurie, Cllr B. Jones, Mr W. Riggall, Cllr. H. Woollaston, Sara Moule  
(Minutes). 
 

Apologies:  Mr P. Penfold  
 
Meeting Commenced: 10.32am  
 
252  MINUTES OF MEETING ON 25.01.21  

The minutes were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.   
 
253      FINANCIAL REPORT:  Design Code grant 
 Cllr Billinge-Jones advised that the Design Code grant had been received but that 

Locality had refused the application for a contingency payment.   
  
 Cllr Cocker advised that an invoice for £328.50 + VAT (£394.20 in total) had been 

received from Bluestone after money had been repaid to Locality.  She agreed to 
provide key dates to Bluestone to avoid this happening in future.  The SG agreed to 
pay the invoice. 
 

254 UPDATE on the Business Survey: 
The SG discussed the first draft of the Business Survey drawn up by Cllr Jones.  Cllr 
Jones advised that she had put together the survey with the local environment in mind 
hence the sector codes being more specific to Lambourn and not aligning with the 
SIC codes.  It was agreed that this approach was more appropriate.  She advised that 
she was waiting for feedback from two companies that she had sent the draft to. 
 
The SG agreed that the questions needed to be brief and answerable either as a tick 
box or on a sliding scale of importance/agreement with room for comments where 
appropriate as per the household questionnaire.  This would make the survey easier 
and more appealing to complete for businesses. It was also agreed check what 
information the SG already had from the AECOM Housing Needs Assessment and 
the Cambridge study to avoid duplication about housing needs.  Mr Laurie offered to 
help Cllr Jones redraft the survey to reflect the changes discussed. 
 
Cllr Woollaston asked how the survey would be distributed.  It was agreed that this 
should be electronically and Cllr Billinge-Jones agreed to discuss this with Vicky 
Rieunier and to look at using Survey Monkey. 
 

255 TO DISCUSS the development of Policies/Design Codes from analysis of the 
information gathered for the Settlement Character Appraisal  
The Chairman advised that there was a large number of photos now and thanked the 
SG for their contributions.  Bluestone had sent a template for an SCA which she 
agreed to circulate to the SG. 
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Cllr Billinge-Jones offered to help anyone still needing to take or save photos.  Mr 
Riggall advised he would take picture of Clydesdale and Caspian Houses in Upper 
Lambourn as examples of good development. 
 
Mr Laurie had done a summary for his area as a basis for drawing out the elements of 
the design codes from the pictures. He proposed editing and grouping the photos into 
themes to provide a design code for the whole parish that would then be split down 
into five or six sub codes.  Cllr Woollaston commented that it needed to be cohesive 
and in the same format for each area.  Mr Riggall asked if the SG should consult an 
architect (Duncan Matthewson was suggested) and it was agreed that this would be 
good evidence of consultation. Mr Laurie felt that the SG should start with what they 
wanted and work back from there with evidence of good and bad design.  It was 
agreed to arrange a workshop (when permitted) to pull together a draft for Bluestone 
to use for the formal design code document. 
 

256 TO DISCUSS the direction of the River Project  
The Chairman advised that she had received offers of help with the river project but 
that progress had stalled due to Covid-19.  She offered to get in touch with Oliver 
Steed and had already spoken to ARK and Sharon Brentnall (Bluestone) about the 
project.  It was agreed to invite ARK, Sharon and Rachel Carden to the next SG 
meeting to discuss the river.  ARK had developed good policies regarding the River 
Kennett at Marlborough and similar policies for the River Lambourn would be useful 
to encourage access to the river and to educate the public and landowners.    
 
Cllr Woollaston commented that the proposed Collingridge development would 
impact on the access to the river and that he had asked for it to be ‘called in’ as the 
current plans were not in keeping.  Cllr Cocker agreed to open up a dialogue with 
Nicol at the developers. 
 

257 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA / AOB:  
Cllr Jones advised that Robert Price at Rowdown had recently been awarded Arable 
Farmer of the Year and that she had been in touch to congratulate him and to ask for 
examples of best practise. 
 
The Chairman advised that Mr Riggall had informed her that there was an agri-
environment workshop coming up and that while it might be too detailed, the AONB 
would have up to date information for the SG to tap into eg, farming in protected 
landscapes.  She offered to attend on behalf of the SG.  Update: Cllr Jones has 
booked to attend. 
 
Cllr Woollaston advised that he had visited the new Whitehouse Farm Stables and felt 
that they should be used as an exemplar for good development.  Mr Riggall advised 
that he was waiting for photos from Tom Ward.  The plans for a house tied to the 
yard had been approved by the Parish Council. 
 
The SG felt that the Collingridge development should be added to the agenda for the 
next meeting.  Mr Riggall advised that the applicant was Racing Welfare which was 
the charitable arm of the Jockey Club so there was a potential for conflict of interest 
for him. 
 

258 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  
Monday 15 March at 10.30am via Zoom.  The Chairman would invite ARK, Sharon 
and Rachel Carden. 

 Workshop on design codes to be arranged subject to Covid-19 regulations 
 
Meeting Concluded 12.01 
Chairman:     Date: 
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