
 

1 
 

 
 
 

LAMBOURN PARISH COUNCIL 
The Memorial Hall, Oxford Street, Lambourn, Berkshire. RG17 8XP 
Telephone: 01488 72400                                                                 
Clerk: Karen Wilson 
Assistant Clerk: Sonia Coyle email: lambournpc@btconnect.com 

Minutes of Lambourn Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group Meeting, 
Tuesday 8 September 2020, 10.30am, via Zoom 
 
Attending: Cllr. Cocker (Chairman), Mr. B Laurie, Cllr B Jones, Cllr. Billinge-Jones,  
       Cllr. Howard Woollaston, Mr W. Riggall, Mr. P Penfold , Sara Moule (Minutes). 
 
Apologies: None 
 
Meeting Commenced: 10.37am  
 
204  MINUTES OF MEETING ON 17.08.2020 were approved as a true record and 

signed by the Chairman.   
 

205      LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSEMNT: 
 Mr Laurie, Cllr Cocker and Cllr Jones all felt that the report did not make adequate 

recommendations regarding Membury and Ermin Street and that this was a 
significant deficiency, given how important this area is.  The SG agreed that there 
needed to be a summary at the end of the Report with specific recommendations for 
each LCA that reflected good practises and that identified problems.  This would then 
feed into the NDP.  Cllr Woollaston commented that whilst we must accept there 
would be some development in the AONB, it needed to be contained and the Plan 
would control where is went. 

 
 Cllr Billinge-Jones suggested a separate section on all the industrial areas so that they 

could all be viewed together.  There was also little reference to agriculture in the 
report. 

 
Mr Laurie felt that the Report needed to elucidate what areas should be developed or 
not rather that designate sites for development.  He felt that the suggestions made 
regarding encroachment on hills were useful but needed to be strengthened.  It was 
also important to preserve the open downlands and woodlands in the area and that this 
needed to be drawn out more clearly. 
 
Cllr Cocker advised that there appeared to be omissions and that she would reference 
the edge of settlement information to check.  The reported in its current for was not 
robust enough and would not stand up as evidence.   
 
Mr Riggall felt that Neil Davidson (Lepus) did not have a full understanding of racing 
and that there were significant omissions from LCA7 in terms of yards eg. Neardown 
and Whitehouse and the cemetery.  Cllr Woollaston felt that there should be a 
separate section on racing as other important areas such as Seven Barrows and 
Kingswood were also not included. 
 
It was agreed to hold a meeting with Neil to go through the issues and the Chairman 
asked that all comments be sent to her in advance of that meeting.  Jeremy from 
Bluestone would also be invited. 
 
Mr Laurie left the meeting. 
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206 BLUESTONE PLANNING:  

Once the conversation had taken place with Neil, there would be a better idea of how 
Bluestone could help. Cllr. Cocker advised that Bluestone would be asked to put the 
final policies into ‘planning speak’ once they were completed.   
 

207 BUSINESS SURVEY: 
 Mr Penfold advised that he was yet to receive any feedback on his comments and that 

he and Mr Laurie would put together a survey to be used.  He asked that any feedback 
be sent as soon as possible.  Mr Riggall would work with Mr Penfold and Mr Laurie 
to include the racing survey questions. 

 
 Cllr Cocker advised that she was working on the list of businesses to update the 

records and tidy up the addresses.  Once this was done, she would circulate. 
 

Cllr Jones advised that she had compiled a list of businesses in Membury but that sub-
letting and changes of ownership made this difficult.  She had taken photos of the area 
and Cllr Cocker agreed to circulate them as they were good examples of best practise.  
Cllr Jones agreed to do the same for the Ermin Street business area as there were a lot 
of small business units there that were appropriate for the AONB. 
 
Cllr Woollaston advised that site LAM6 was in the HELAA consultation (for 
Employment use).  The SG agreed that the AONB objection to the Walker Logistics 
development plan which related to the same site was a good example of what was 
needed and that this should be sent to Lepus and Bluestone. 
   

208 WEBSITE:  
 Cllr Billinge-Jones advised that he has spoken to Vicky who had refreshed the 

website but that he still could not access it.  The SG discussed adding the NDP site to 
the new Parish Council website in due course.  

 
209 FINANCES: 
 Cllr Billinge-Jones advised there was no change to the finances. 
 
210  “PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE”: 
 Cllr Cocker and Mr Laurie felt that what the SG had in mind for the Plan sat well with 

the White Paper proposals.  Community involvement needed to be at the beginning 
when designating which areas were to be developed.   

 
Cllr Woollaston advised that there was no real clarity in the White Paper and that he 
was concerned about the lack of democracy and consultation.  He felt that the role of 
the Neighbourhood Development Plans appeared to be being ignored.  The SG had 
grave doubts as to whether NDPs could be incorporated into the document and Cllr 
Cocker agreed to feedback the SG’s comments to the Parish Council in October. 
 

211 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA: 
 Landscape Character Appraisal; Lepus and Bluestone to be invited. 
 
212 DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Monday 28 September, 10.30am via Zoom.  
 
Meeting Concluded 11.40 
 
 
Chairman:     Date: 
 
 


