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LAMBOURN PARISH COUNCIL 
The Memorial Hall, Oxford Street, Lambourn, Berkshire. RG17 8XP 
Telephone: 01488 72400                                                                 
Clerk: Karen Wilson 
Assistant Clerk: Sonia Coyle email: lambournpc@btconnect.com 

Minutes of Lambourn Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group Meeting, 
Monday 17 August 2020, 10.30am, via Zoom 
 
Attending: Cllr. Cocker (Chairman), Mr. B Laurie, Cllr B Jones, Cllr. Billinge-Jones,  
       Cllr. Howard Woollaston, Mr W. Riggall, Mr. P Penfold , Sara Moule (Minutes). 
 
Apologies: None 
 
Meeting Commenced: 10.35am  
 
197  MINUTES OF MEETING ON 03.08.2020 were approved as a true record and 

signed by the Chairman.   
 
Cllr. Cocker agreed to chase Neil for an update on the LCA report. 
 
There was a discussion about Lynch Wood and the meeting held the previous 
evening.  Cllr. Cocker reminded the meeting that this was private land with no right 
of way and that public access was at the discretion of the landowners.  Cllr. Billinge-
Jones advised that proof of use for 23 years was required for designation as a public 
footpath. 

 
198      FINANCES: 

a) Payment of invoice from Lepus Consulting (£3,732.48).  The payment was 
approved but would not be sent (if possible) until a satisfactory response had been 
received from them as this was critical to the next steps. 

b) Update on Grants and Finances. Cllr. Billinge-Jones advised that there was 
nothing outstanding.  The SG had received £6,136 of grant money and had been 
invoiced for £3,732.48, £622 of which was VAT and so could be claimed back 
and used to fund other things.  He agreed to check with the Clerk that this was 
being reclaimed. 
Mr Laurie advised that there would be an invoice from Bluestone in due course. 
Cllr. Cocker advised that Locality could award grants of up to £18,000 for each 
NDP subject to the criteria being met plus and additional £8,000 technical grant if 
the SG qualified. 
Cllr. Cocker reported that an email had been received from Christian Noll 
regarding grants being offered by Westmill Solar Co-Operative for local 
community projects. Although there was no suitable specific project at the 
moment, this might be useful in the future when the plan was being implemented. 

 
199 CHARACTER APPRAISAL (settlement):  

Cllr. Cocker advised she had yet to make any progress with this due to other 
commitments.  Mr Laurie reiterated that the focus of this was to provide photographic 
evidence for design codes for each settlement, using the Yorkshire Dales code as a 
guide.  Cllr. Cocker commented that the Locality newsletter had included a study on 
design codes from another AONB and she agreed to circulate this to the SG. 
 
Mr Riggall felt that racing yards fell into several different areas and asked if photos 
should be taken of examples of the good and bad.  The meeting agreed that this was a 
good idea particularly given the sensitivity around development. 
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200 WEBSITE 
 Cllr. Billinge-Jones advised that he had emailed Vicky for an update but was yet to 

receive a reply. 
 
201 LNDP PROJECT PLAN:  
 Cllr. Cocker thanked Mr Riggall for his draft business survey for racing and felt that it 

was a good model to use as the basis of surveys to other industries. 
 Mr Penfold advised that he had come up with some ideas of what to ask other 

businesses and he agreed to circulate these to the SG as bullet points. Cllr. Jones 
asked that the impact of COVID-19 should be included as this was likely to be around 
for some time.  Mr Laurie suggested contacting businesses that had left Lambourn to 
understand why. 

 Cllr. Woollaston advised that WBC had data on the businesses in Lambourn but this 
was subject to GDPR restrictions.  Cllr. Cocker agreed to circulate what the SG had 
so far to see if a more robust list could be obtained. 
Cllr. Jones advised that there were undeclared businesses at Membury where the 
Walker compound was sub-letting without logging the companies.  She agreed to take 
note of those that had declared their presence and to obtain evidence of any others. 
Mr Laurie commented that given the new Government proposals on Planning, the SG 
needed to understand how WBC’s design plans fitted with those of the Group.  Cllr. 
Woollaston advised that the Planning Advisory Group were going through the White 
Paper prior to this being presented to the full Council in early October.  He felt that it 
would be useful to have the input of the SG, particularly on the designation of land 
for development.  Mr Laurie was concerned that although there was an acceptance 
that there would be development, would the density be controlled?  Mr Riggall felt 
that there should be a sliding scale of mitigation depending on the number of houses 
being built.  It was agreed to put this on the next Parish Council agenda. 

 
202 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA: 
 Update on new Planning legislation. 

Update on LCA Plan from Neil, at least one week before the next meeting. 
 
Mr Laurie advised that before the meeting with Laila, the SG needed to speak to 
Bluestone to update them on the Character Appraisal.  It was important to pull 
together draft policies and design codes between now and Christmas for public 
consultation. 

 
203 DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Tuesday 8 September August, 10.30am via Zoom.

  
 
Meeting Concluded 11.27 
 
 
Chairman:     Date: 
 
 


