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LAMBOURN PARISH COUNCIL 
The Memorial Hall, Oxford Street, Lambourn, Berkshire. RG17 8XP 
Telephone: 01488 72400                                                                 
Clerk: Karen Wilson 
Assistant Clerk: Ann McMath email: lambournpc@btconnect.com 

Minutes of Lambourn Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering 
Group Meeting, Wednesday 8th April 2020, 2.15pm, Conference Call 
 
Attending: Cllr. Cocker (Chairman), Cllr. Bridget Jones, Cllr. Riggall, Mr. B Laurie,  
      Cllr. Billinge-Jones, Mr. P Penfold, Cllr. Howard Woollaston, Ann McMath  
       (Minutes). 
Meeting Commenced: 2.17pm 
 
167  MINUTES OF MEETING ON 20.02.2020* & 17.03.2020 were both approved as a 

true record and signed by the Chairman. *It was noted that the confirmed figure on 
item 165 £2203.20  

 
167a Update on current situation: notification received regarding the impact of Covid-19 

on Neighbourhood Planning (circulated). No referendum until 6th May 2021. Further 
advice received on how communities may be consulted.  

       
168      LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT: 
168.1:  Steering Group confirmed the appointment of Lepus Consultancy (having submitted 
 the most advantageous quotation), proposed by Mr. Penfold, seconded by Mr. Laurie, 

agreed by all. 
168.2:  Steering Group approved payment of the March invoice for the sum of £3791.24 from 

Lepus Consultancy and upon receipt of evidence of work.  Proposed by Mr. Laurie, 
seconded by Mr. Penfold, agreed by all.   

168.3:  Committee noted the progress of LCA. Following two meetings the study is well 
underway and they are impressed by the quality of work done and how this will feed 
into future work. Lepus to report back to the group by April 23rd and have asked for 
comments back to them by 30th April with a meeting to follow in early May. Next 
Steering group meeting to consolidate comments back to Lepus. Question of site 
visits to be queried with Lepus however there should be plenty of evidence available. 

 
 In terms of finance Cllr. Billinge-Jones has completed the end of year grant form and 

produced a financial breakdown (circulated).  Next tranche for grant applications 
opens on 20/04/20.Email regarding further help on top of the £9K grant has come in 
from Locality. 

 
2.23pm Cllr. Woollaston joined the meeting. 
 
169 RESPONSE TO PLANNING OFFICER:  Committee agreed the following in 

response to WBC Planning Officer Paula Amorelli’s questions: 
 i What scale is it (LCA) being undertaken? The study is at a more granular level 
  than the WBC LCA, but is consistent with it. Initially, in a desktop study the Lepus 
  team have identified 16 Landscape Character Areas within the Parish.  
  These fit within the 3 areas classified in the West Berkshire LCA (WD1; UV2 and 
  OD1) A field study is planned to confirm the boundaries of the areas. 
 ii Are you covering the whole of the NDP area? Yes 
 iii Will you be looking at valued landscapes? Yes both in the assessment and 

 in the Character Appraisal. 
 iv Will you be considering Local Green Space? Yes – group is aware of the 

 interplay between areas. 
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 v Will you be looking at the sensitivity of the landscape around Lambourn at a 
 settlement scale? Yes, in conjunction with a Settlement Appraisal, 
 which will be undertaken by volunteers, with guidance from 
 consultants Bluestone Planning 

 vi Will there be a more detailed sensitivity or capacity assessment of each of the 
 promoted HELAA sites? In consultation with Bluestone and Lepus, the 
 group believe more detailed studies are not required. However, the LCA 
 would be a good baseline should it be needed in the future. These 
 questions may be the basis for a future dialogue. 

 
170 HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT: Steering group considered a response to 

Sharon Brentnall’s suggested addendum to HNA (circulated). Disappointment with 
the HNA was noted (very broad strokes) however it was agreed to hold further work 
for the moment. The need for further detail may be reviewed at the point of policy 
making in the future. Cllr. Cocker to report back to Sharon Brentall. 

 
171 CHARACTER APPRAISAL:  

The Settlement Character Appraisal requires evidence to develop policies. It  was 
agreed to ask Sharon Brentall for a framework, a list of what we need before 
 asking for input. It is noted that Camera Club would be helpful. With the current 
 situation, it was agreed to ask parishioners for suggestions of what they value in their 
 area and to document and record this. Photographs can be gathered later or sourced 
 locally (archive/exhibition).  The details (where, when) are most important at the 
 admin stage. It was agreed that Cllr. Cocker will draft a message for Lambourn 
 Facebook Page and website . Draft to be reviewed by Steering Group members before 
 release. 

 
172 BUSINESS SURVEY: Cllr Cocker shared the examples sent through by Bluestone. 

One example (Cam & Dursley) gave a solid idea on what questions to ask. The 
information gathered will produce a set of policies to support vibrant industries in the 
parish.  The more engagement with the process the better.  In light of the current 
situation, it was agreed to focus on the Racing Industry (with ancillary industries) 
first. Cllr. Riggall (with assistance from Mr. Laurie) to progress. Work achieved on 
the Racing Industry will advise and direct the approach to other sectors. 

 
174 NATURE OF FUTURE MEETINGS: Steering group discussed procedures for 

future meetings under “lockdown”. It was agreed to trial a meeting using Zoom with 
also a dial in service e.g.  Whypay to allow quicker interaction. Cllr. Billinge-Jones 
and Mr. Laurie to progress.  

 
173  ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA:  
 1. Landscape Character Assessment: Feedback from Lepus 
 2. Grant applications.  Cllr. Billinge-Jones to present details for Locality grant 

 (also match funding from District Council, PC contribution) 
  
 Additional items can be added please contact Cllr. Cocker 

 
174 DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Monday 27th April 10.15am VIDEO 

CONFERENCE CALL 
 
Meeting Concluded 3.28pm 
 
 
Chairman:     Date: 
 
 


