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LAMBOURN PARISH COUNCIL 
The Memorial Hall, Oxford Street, Lambourn, Berkshire. RG17 8XP 
Telephone: 01488 72400                                                                 
Clerk: Karen Wilson 
Assistant Clerk: Ann McMath email: lambournpc@btconnect.com 

Minutes of Lambourn Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group Meeting, 
Monday 4th May 2020, 3.30pm, via Zoom 
 
Attending: Cllr. Cocker (Chairman), Cllr. Jones, Cllr. Riggall, Mr. B Laurie,  
       Cllr. Billinge-Jones, Mr. P Penfold, Cllr. Howard Woollaston, Ann McMath  
       (Minutes). 
Meeting Commenced: 3.34pm 
 
175  MINUTES OF MEETING ON 08.04.2020 
 were approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  Arising from previous meeting 

–could the results from the Business Survey 2018 (Racing) be used by LNDP?  
Agreed it provided a good base but results were not available. 

 
176      LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT: 
 i. Feedback from Lepus Consulting 

ii. Response from Paula Amorelli  
 It was agreed to defer discussion on LCA pending receipt of the report.  Some 

feedback has been received from Paula Amorelli who understands the approach that 
is being taken and agrees it will give a good base line (not to look at the site capacity 
but to look at sensitivity along settlement boundaries). 

 
 It was agreed that a meeting with Paula Amoretti and Laila Bassett (WBC) would be 

useful to look at housing allocation needs and industrial sites, as well as future racing 
yards. It would be interesting to see how views about industrial and housing 
development fit in with WBC housing aspirations and to float the idea of what LNDP 
need and want to achieve for industrial development.  (The WBC Housing Needs 
report has been delayed due to Covid-19).   

 
177 GRANT APPLICATONS: It was reported that a grant for £5,200 has been applied 

for from Locality. The application must include evidence of additional work for 
which funding is required. At the moment they are not asking for details of match 
funding commitment. To date the budget from the PC has not been allocated.  This is 
to be reviewed pending grant success. 

 
 It was determined that Bluestone should be asked to confirm if the original budget 

quotes are still valid and provide a position statement on what have they charged so 
far, against work completed. One suggestion is that Bluestone could draw up policies 
which might be needed by the end of the year. Cllr. Billinge-Jones to draft a letter. 

 
178 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT WITH CHARACTER APPRAISAL: The 

Steering Group were pleased to receive an offer for help with data entry. So far only 2 
responses have been received with no photos supplied.  It is noted that the current 
situation makes it difficult to get traction on this and encourage feedback. It is hoped 
this will change as Village Views are hoping to go to press in the next week or so. 
The group is using existing websites and email groups such as the Woodlanders and 
Eastbury.  All Parish Councillors received an individual email. Working party 
members will forward photos to the Chairman. It was suggested that the 70/80 
volunteers based at Lambourn Junction could perhaps help spread the word.  
Thoughts and suggestions to be sent to Chairman. 
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179 DEVELOPMENT OF RACING YARDS: 
  Concern was expressed about the visual impact of some yards. They are outside the 

settlements, in the open countryside of the AONB. Meridian House Stables and Long 
Hedge were cited as examples with high visibility. The SG discussed how this could 
affect policies. A useful approach would be to consider what is ‘Best Practice’, what 
looks good and what does not (being careful not to offend). This approach could also 
be used for Industrial Development. Would it be beneficial to have a policy of several 
envelopes in which racing could be constrained/developed? Access to gallops to be 
considered. 

 Steering group could suggest scenarios - what might be possible or impossible.  A 
policy is required that addresses the possibilities. (It is noted that Mile End, 
Sheepdrove, Long Hedge all have vulnerabilities). 

  
  Point made that people are not opposed to industry but would like it to look decent 
 (small local enterprises that sit and fit), setting standards and uniformity.  
 AONB policy could also inform racing industry   
  Cllr. Jones to extract information on what has been done recently by the Woodlanders 

group on industry in the AONB. 
 
  Map of Lambourn – is a 3D representation available to better show elevations / views 

across the valley? Councillor Cocker to investigate. 
 
 West Berkshire Council core strategy CS12 to be looked at, taking into consideration: 
    
   Issue of general development in open countryside 
   Industrial development in open countryside & industrial policies 
   AONB policy and policies around industry in AONB 
   Acknowledgement of the need to consult with racing industry to validate  

  suggestion. 
 
 Cllr Cocker to write to Paula Amorelli and Laila Bassett to arrange a meeting about 

these issues and to talk about how to establish a baseline for fitting policies together. 
  Cllr. Billinge-Jones happy to contribute. 
  
180 CLIMATE CHANGE AND NDPs:  Cllr. Cocker has sent round the slides from this 

useful meeting (slides 43 & 44 particularly useful).  Actions to consider as a group. 
Stressed the importance of introducing the topic of Climate Change early.  It was 
noted that LNDP already have items in the questionnaire which could be built on, 
such as encouraging more local food production and consumption. (Allotments linked 
to wider community benefits including mental health benefits. 

 
181 DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Monday 11th May, 10.30am 
 Single agenda item - LANDSCAPE CHARACTER ASSESSMENT 
 
Meeting Concluded 4.25pm  
 
 
Chairman:     Date: 
 
 
 


