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LAMBOURN PARISH COUNCIL 

 
The Memorial Hall, Oxford Street, Lambourn, Berkshire. 
RG17 8XP 
Telephone: 01488 72400                                                                 
Clerk: Karen Wilson 
Assistant Clerk: Ann McMath                                                  
email:  lambournpc@btconnect.com 

 
 

Minutes of Lambourn Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering 
Group Meeting on Tuesday 17th March, 14.00pm 

The Memorial Hall, Lambourn 
 
Apologies: Howard Woollaston; Sara Moule; Bridget Jones; Karen Steed; 
Graham Phillpotts; Pierre Josling 
 
163  MINUTES OF MEETING ON 13.02.2020  were noted 
       
164 QUESTIONNAIRE: The Chairman thanked those who had 

contributed to the analysis.  
Each section of the Questionnaire was reviewed and it was agreed 
the analysis was a basis for policies. Some areas needed further 
work and/or advice from our consultants, Bluestone Planning. 

 2:1: Housing. Questions 7, 9, 10 and 12 were considered good 
candidates for policy development. More information was needed 
about existing rules for parking zones for 10. The wording of a 
policy would need to be legal and tight. The racing industry is one 
of the few remaining employers which provide housing. What 
happens to employees in tied housing when they wish to retire? 
This section will be developed in the light of the Housing Needs 
Assessment document(s) 
2:2: Employment and the Local Economy: A general business 
policy could be developed. We will be devising a Business 
Questionnaire, with the help of Bluestone Planning, but it was 
recognised that more than one Questionnaire, for different sectors, 
would be needed. Racing and its associated trades, Membury, and 
the development of tourism were seen as key areas for policies. 
The community as a whole needs to understand/ be more informed 
about the role each plays in the local economy and their impact 
upon the Parish.  
WR to encourage NWD AONB to engage with the LNDP.  
2.3: Getting About: (Transport issues link to sections 2: 4 and 2:6) 
Whilst Q9 was seen to be of less concern to the public, it was 



/Users/christiannoll/Downloads/LNDP Minutes/2020-03-17 LNDP Minutes.doc  
 [Type here]  
 

acknowledged that alternative power sources for vehicles could not 
be ignored. Lambourn’s role as a strategic settlement makes 
transport links significant and the issue of regular bus services to 
Newbury and Swindon needs to be discussed with WBC as part of 
its transport plan, rather than being dealt with solely at Parish level. 
The involvement of employers in supporting (if not, as in the past, 
providing) transport to enable employees to get to work, thus 
boosting the local economy, was suggested. Q3. Parking issues 
were of particular concern (see Section 2:1) Q7: The development 
of cycle tracks, which need to be both visible and maintainable, 
was important. These should be looked at in conjunction with 
rights of way. 

 2:4: The Needs of the Young and Elderly: Q6: Basis for policy on 
housing mix. Need to be flexible and think outside the box on 
public  transport, with WBC looking at how it could combine its 
services. e.g. use of social needs transport; dial a ride to 
Hungerford. 
2:5: Landscape and Heritage: This section raised several 
questions and will need further detailed investigation – How to 
celebrate our hertage in the widest sense; What kinds of tourism 
are we encouraging? Can we complement WBC tourism plans? 
What consequences might there be from increased tourist interest? 
It was suggested that contact be made with Wiltshire Council and 
the parishes surrounding Membury to discuss this. The River 
Lambourn needs a policy and should be a sub-project, based on the 
Character Appraisal work suggested by Sharon (BP). In the light of  
public concern over the current effects of high ground water on the 
sewers, the issue of contamination could also be addressed. Surface 
water flooding also a policy issue.  

 2:6: Health and Wellbeing: Look at policies which can support 
our (small) GP surgery. There was potential for the development of 
sport facilities within the Parish and links with the private Sports 
Club to be pursued. If people are going out of the Parish to 
participate in sport, where are they going?  

 2.7: Climate Change: There is an emerging understanding of 
and broad sympathy for climate issues. Links with WBC’s latest 
Climate Emergency plans and cross-referencing with other themes 
needed. 

Overall: The Questionnaire has provided evidence and suggested policy 
options. Work will need to be done on why residents answered as 
they did. When finalising policies, we need to show why we made 
particular choices and our evaluation will contribute to this. 

 The Parish Character Appraisal and Landscape Character 
Assessment will need to be done before more detailed work can be 
done on policies, as will liaison with WBC and NWD AONB.   
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PP and Volunteers left at 15.45 
 
165 HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT: It was agreed to thank 

AECOM for their work on the Housing Needs Assessment. SC to 
contact Sharon at Bluestone Planning to ask if the AECOM report 
would be a useful basis for a customised HNA and an estimate of 
the cost of producing such a report. 

 
It was further agreed to authorise the payment of an invoice from 

Bluestone Planning for £ 
 
166  ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA:  

 
167 DATE OF NEXT MEETING: To be arranged. (BL and WR 

offered to investigate conference calling) 
 
 
Meeting closed at 16.10 
 


